16 THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 17 February 1972 -No. 514 


gramme to “Meet Berlin” and “Be, 
Berliner” for Germans. One major 

the programme of events for 1972 is ûy 
visits to London which can be 

for school classes and other groups 
almost any time of the year. 


Eight-lay arıd fortnight trips are 


Britons find out the meaning 
of ‘Ich bin ein Berliner’ galte at burtnla priors and ae dei 


capilal und its mosl important sights, 
The youngsters have to make their oy 


mi SPECTRUM 


, Young 


be German Sribune 
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il-February they will arrive in Eleventh 4 
Berlin — forty young British 
school-leavers who have a few free 
months on their hands before their 
studies begin in the autumn. A further 25 
will come over in April. 


j They all want to get lo know Berlin — 


C 20725C 


however, not the only Piojocts in the 
scope of the DBI for bringing young 
people from the British Isles to Berlin. 


Between i4 and 18 June there is the 
Anglo-German *“Wiston House Confer- 
ence” at Glienicke Hunting Lodge at 
which young mgnageria! staff in the 35 to 


arrangements for the return journey SEEDS اض ن‎ EER 


London, but everything else is inclusiy 
There is a choice of Anglo-German you 
rendezvous in Soulhampton over ay, 
or during the summers vacs as wel, 
numerous language courses in Engi 
seaside resorts such as Scarborough, Por; 


Change in Asia is inevitable 


And so it was decided to continue the 


(Cartoon: Peter Leger/ 
SUduieutsche Zeitung) 


Peking welcomes 
consolidation 


of EEC 


he Chinese leaders hûye reiterate 

their approval of a consolldation of 
the Western European Conımunily in no 
uncertain lerms. In a Radio Peking 
commentary ort the recent talks between 
President Pompldou of France and Chan- 
cellor Brandt of this country Ihe outcome 
of the Paris consultaHons was welcomed 
as a step in Lhe (lirection of an economic 
and monetary union of Western Eurapeun 
counlries. 

In contrast to a number of recent 
Peking commentaries on Lhe European 
Community the radio commenlator iot 
only emphasised the efforts of Western 
European countries to limit US influence 
on the Continent; he also made mention 
of Western European as a bulwark against 
the other superpower. 

The Paris talks, the comınentary notes, 
were characterised by a fecling that the 
“tendency of the Western European 
countries to join forces in resisting the 
predominance of the great powers iS 
growing dally.” 

The commentary continues with a note 
of regret that the “gratifying outcome” 
of the talks between Pompidou and 
Brandt could have been reached a year 
beforehand. 

The decision to proceed step by step In 
the direction of an economic and mone- 
tary union had been taken in spring 1971 
but the dollar crisis had forestalled its 
immediate implementation. 

The situation is now different, the 
commentator continued. “Despite the 
various contradictions and discrepancies 
between the two countries and inn Western 
Europe as a whole the tendency to join 
forces in resisting the ony of the 
great powers has developed,” : 

Radio Peking welcomes the agreemen 
between M. Pompidou and Herr Brandt 
on a4 date, venue and agenda for a summit 
conference of the Ten. 


(Frankfurter Allgemsine Zaitun; 
flr Deutschland, 17 February 1972 


Nixon's chopstick problem 


Rut, of course, there is still a long way 
to go. It is not even clear whether Mr 
Nixon will be able to return home with 
more than a fine-sounding comntuniqué 
to his name, still less whether any 
es of resolving Sino-American 

ifferences will be found. 

There can be no question of full 
diplomatic reultions betwecı Washington 
and Poking as long as Talwan stands 
between them. At best there may con- 
celvably be an exchange of semi-diplo- 
matic missions by way of a substitute. 

No decision of Vietnam will be reaclı- 
ed. At best tho Iwo men may move in tlie 
direction of agreement, China is asking 4 
grent deal of America, whlch surrounds 
the Asian continental giant with mililary 
bastions. Yet Peking las litle or nothing 
to offer in return. 

Even if nothing concrete comes of the 
meeting the repercussions of Mr Nixon's 
visit have İong since been apparent. Japan 
is being courted more than ever by 
Moscow and is itself planning to build 
bridges to Peking. 

India has called on the Soviet Union to 
redress the balance, while North Vietnam 
is afraid a bargain might be struck at its 
expense. 

America’s influence in Asla is subject to 
variations; China's is in the process of 


contol Joachim Schwelien 
(Dle Zalt, 18 February 1972) 


after Nixon Peking visit 


cessors’ meetings with Soviet leaders did, 
when all is said and done, prove some- 
thing of a disappointment. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Ken- 
nedy and LBJ met with scant success in 
their personal encounters with Bulganin, 
Khrushchev and Kosygin. 

Yet their meetings in Geneva, Camp 
David, Berlin, Vienna and Glassboro 
frequently gave rise to confusing euphoria 
and the alleged spirit of understanding 
sooıı vanished into thin air, 

The few hard and fasl ngreements 
reached between East and West, such as 
the Austrian independence treaty, the 
test-ban treaty and the Four-Power agree 
ment on Berlin, have been the outcome 
of long and protracted negotiations con- 
ducted by career diplomats, a much- 
maligned professional body. 

Summit meetings, by way of conıparis. 
on, are, as no less experienced an Anıeri- 
can foreign policy specialist than George 
Ball recently pointed out, a return to 4 
long outmoded European tradition of 
Cabinet politics that is no longer ade- 
quate to deal with {oduy's complicated 
iy of countries intent on gaining 
world power, 

Even so Mr Nixon's personal visit to 
Peking can be warranted in this Instance, 
By the lerms of the American constitut« 
ion only the President onjoys sufficient 
authority to preclude all doubts that a 
decision to renppraise relations with 
another country is final. 

A diplomatic envoy, no matler how 
convincing a figtıro he cut, would be no 
substitute. 

What is more, Mr Nixon's visit to China 
is schedulod to last a full week, longer 
than an American President has ever 
spent as the guest of a foreign govern« 
ment. He intends not to waste his time on 
the tourist round but to get down to 
serious talks instead. 

The long-term target of the Nixon 
administration’s policy in the Far East is 
to bring about a durable constellation of 
power capable of preventing Serious fic 
valry from developing into war, 

Renunciation of the use of force, 
maybe even non-aggression pacts, initially 
between the United States and People's 
China, later possibly with Japan and the 
Soviet Union, would be the mainstays of 
a system of this kind. 


Edward Heath beset with 
. troubles on all sides 


The outcome of the miners’ strike 
seems to have been an even greater 
setback for Mr Heath, though. .The 
recommendations ‘of tho Wilberforce 
Commission, which the government had 
rather overhastilly agreed to accept As 
binding even prior to their publication go 
far beyond what the Prime Minister was 
prepared to concede the miners. 


Mr Heatlı wili have difficulty in making 
out average Wage increases of twenty per 
cent to be an exceptional case. 


(Mlinchnsr Merkur, 19 February 1972) 


[ the Commons division on British 
accession to the Common Market Mr 
Heath escaped by the skin of his teeth 
and a majority of eight, Fifteen Conser- 
vative MPs voted against the government 
but this does not necessarily mean that 
they are dyed-in-the-woo! anti-Market« 
eers. A contributor} factor could well have 
been a certain dissatisfaction with the 
Prime Minister's political Strategy in res- 
pect of Northern Ireland and the miners” 
strike, both of which are bones of 
contention on the government benches 
too. : : 


O¥ and above its optical effect 
President . Nixon's Peking visit is 


or Worthing. 
Trimcesters (terms) at Kettering TH 


nical College lasting for three or iyi 


months are open to young Germa 
under a scheme called “One Term". j 
the end of the period of study fi 


possible for tlhe visiting Germans to lı {important for American, the Asian peop- 


2 les and realtions between the rival great 


ers. 

The most committed anti-Communist 
among the statesmen of the West has 
extended the hand of greeting to the 
most unshakeably convinced anti-im- 
perialist of the East. 

Ideological opposites pale in signi- 


the Cambridge Lower Certificate. 


Germans in Britain 


A seheme entitled “Service and Sud fkance when countries are intent on 


settling their vital interests, Common 


in Coventry has been planned for 


ople who wish to take part ia r #n8¢ Prevails over the ardour of political 
intemational Church project. This i onvictions. 
volves helping in the social amen} Instead of the Cold War and ils 


terminology we are now witnessing an 
attempt, continuing power-political view- 
points notwithstanding, to come to terms 
with the maintenance of peace in mind. 

Mr Nixon's vislt to China marks the end 
of one era and the beginning of a new 
one, even though the outlines of the new 


provided by Coventry Cathedral, 


According to thie DBJ the schemesd 
projecls planned for this year offer f 
chance of visiting Britain and getting’ 
know the country to beiwecen 3,0001 


5,000 West German youngsterş. 


Ingo yon Daliler phase may as yet still be vague and 
(Dor Tagessplegel, 23 January Aunclear, 


The mutual isolation of the world's 
hest nation and the world's most 
' populous country has lasted 22 years. 
beaplte many attempts to connect, in- 
cut E 135 ambassndorial talks in Geno- 
va and Warsaw, the gap botwcen the two 
appeared to be urıbridgeable. 

Yet overnight, as it were, the gap 
narrowed and became bridgeable when 
President Nixon sought to arrange a visit 
to Peking and the Chinese leaders sought 
backing in vicw of growing pressure 
brought to bear on tlıcir country’s front- 
ers by the Sovict Union.. 

Mao Tse-tung was looking for a coun- 
terbalance and Mr Nixon was anxious to 
fedress one of the most glaringly missed 
opportunities in America’s conduct of 
world affairs, 

„ He aimed at one and the same time to 
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LD] 
‘mobilise the weaker party against the 
{ronger in' the enemy camp and to 
$xiricate the United States from fateful 
:fommitments in Asia, These were the 
fonsiderations that led to the encounter. 
RÊ 8o, miracles need not be expected 


35 age bracket take part. 
A seminar of youıng apprentices takes 


place ih two locations. lt begins in’ 


Liverpool between 7 and 14 August and 
is continued between 14 and 21 August 
in Berlin. One of the main subjects to be 
dealt with is “worker participation iıı 
management." 


And in September Berlin will again be 
the venue for the traditional “Anglo- 
German Youth Talks.” For the twelfth 
time this will bring together youngsters 
who are interested in politics from both 
countries. l is known as the “mini 
Köënigswinter” (several youth seminars 
and the Hike are held in the Rhineland 
town of Königswinter). Berliners who are 
interested can apply to the DBJ to tike 
part in any of these events, 


These events represent only one side of 
the work of the DBJ, which is moreover 
the only institution of its kind in Berlin 
or the Federal Republio. Another side of 
its work which is, just as Important is the 
opportunities it offers to young West 
Germans to visit Britain for a few weeks 
or monlhs and get to know it. 


However, there is no analogous pro- 


idea this year, slie told the press. 


It was a little more difficult finding 
.„ jobs for the young. Britons this year. 
` Although employers last year stated that’ 
they were completely satisfied with the 
way their guests from Great Britain 
worked for them there were fewer jobs 
oni offer this year, but this was as a result 
of the more depressed economic Situ 
ation, Doris Krug said. 
Despite tlie shortage of jobs it was 
possible in the end to find sufficient 
employment for the visitors. 


The main worry for the exchange 
scheme organisers now is that they are 
having difficulty finding suitable accom- 
modation for the “temporary Berliners", 
What they want is fumished rooms which 
the young Britons will be able to pay for 
with Le 800 to 1,000 Marks they will 
ear each month. 


And since they will want to live off 
their own wits in Berlin there will be no 
question of “mothering’?.them, No nurse- 
maids! Not that’ thé yourig' Britoris will 
not want to come and have a talk with 
their hosts now and again. 

“Meet Berlin" and “Be a Berliner" are, 


Sranffurter Allgemeine 


ZEITUNG FÛR DEUTSCHLAND .. , 


` One of the world's top ten 


EA A .. . 
abroad, and the balance is sold on newsstands. Every İssue is read hy 
` at least four or five persons: Frankfurter Allgeıncine Zeitung 1s the 


paper of the btisincssman ‘and the politician, and indeed of eyetyone 


. who matters.in the Federal Republic. 


For anyone wishing to penetrate the German market, the Frankfurter 
° Allgemeine isa müst.Ina country ofmany famous newspapers lis author- 
liy, scope, andl influence can be matchéd only at an International level. 


‘For Subseripllons 0 0 „  U.K-Advertlsement-Ofiice; For Financial Adverlisin, For Subscriptlo 
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Peking talks. His three prede- 


A 4 "Member of TEAM. top European Advertising Nfedia) 


` Great Britain, 


... FmmfucterAllgemeine 


ZBITUNG POR DRUTSCIILAND'' 


“Zeltung fûr Deutschland" (“Newspaper for Germany’) is a. desig:‏ . م 


the Frankfurter ‘Allgenıcine’s underlying 


„Purpose and, more literally, its circulation ~ which covers West Berlin ° 

, Ard the whole of thie Federal Républic: In additlon'to 140 editors arid 
` „ıı, Correspondents of His own, the paper has 450 “stringêra” reporting from. 
. . all over Germany and around the world. 300,000 coples ate printed.; 
dally, of which 220;000' go to 


subscribers. 20,000. are distributed 
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but rot 2s tourists, So they will be living 
And working for a few months in the city, 
not just viewing the sights but also 
[farming how the Berliners think and how 
hey live. 

, First of all they will go to a fortnight's 
inttoduclory seminar and learn the most 
important facts about politics, culture,’ 
economics and social lifo in West Berlin. 
lmmediatcly afterwards (hey will get the 
chance to put what they have learnt Into 
practice. 


The young Brltous will become 
postmen or work iı the sorting offices of 
the mails, they will be taken on as 
waiters, maids, warehouse assistants and 
in many other jobs, : 


° There are two programmes for the 
young. visitors organised by the DBJ, the 
German-British Youlh Exchange scheme, 
based in West Berlin, giving the young 
Britons a chance to sludy Berlin for four 
or six months. They are called in English 
“Meet Berlin” and “Be a Berliner", 

. These programmes were started last 
year as an experiment, According to the 
managing chairman of the DB] Doris 
Krug: they were an outstanding success. 


natlon' that reflécts ‘both 


U.S.A. 


` Advertising representatives: 
1L.N,T. A. International 
and Tradé 'Advertlsing 
1560 Broadway, New York .. 
N.Y. 10036, Tel. 212581:35 


been through", That process appears to 
be still under way and not yet completed. 

Flach’s consolatory assurance that at 
the last FDP party-political conference in 
Freiburg the party had shown greater 
solidarity ignores the fact that on a 
matter as important as worker participa- 
tion the majority was just one and it is 
possible that at the next conference the 
minority will be able to gain a majority. 

And so the battle over this point carries 
on and the situation is aggravated by the 
fact that the General Secretary, who is 
supposed to be the motive force behind 
the election campaign was with the 
minorily that voted against Scheel and 
Genscher in Freiburg, 

Genscher, the Minister of the Interior, 
and thus the minister responsible for 
Basic Law, has heard voices in his party 
contradicting his ideas of low the consti- 
tutlon of the Federal Republic can be 
protected from radical elements. 


Leaders unruffled 


Party Chairman Walter Scheel has to 
admit that the common denominator for 
his parly’'s new course has not yet made 
ils presence felt, even though the FDP 
leader still appears unruffled. 

The “union" parties clnim they re. 
present the centre, the SPD says it is the 
party of the left, but the FDP speaks 
neither of centre nor of left, Whereas the 
old-style FDP was further right {han the 
CDU on many issues the FDP of the 
seveniies is further loft than the SPD on 
education, and law reform. 

...SQ fur fhe third, parly in {he land lias 
only. known political power in coalition 
with the CDU/CSU, In those days it 
claimed to keep an open mind on tho 
ideas of both wings. Today the FDP only 
speaks in terms of coalition with the SPD. 

This is the charıge ihat Flach called “a 
path strewn with lorns". Now, along 
this path, roses aro supposed to be 
growing. The number of votes is expccled 
to Increase nS a resul of lhe policy 
change. 

The FDP is loping that it will catch in 
1973 the votes that went to the SPD in 
1969 because lhe Social Democrals had 
Karl Schiller. Now that Schiller's pop- 
ularity has waned the SPD will not be (oo 
unhappy if the votes that are lost go to 
the FDP and it is possible as a rosult to 
continue the coalition. 

But such a change of vote from SPD to 
FDP will only prevent a further weaken. 
ing of the coalition and wil not do 
anything to strengthen in. Jt will prove 
displeasing to many Social Democrats and 
probably to many radical liberals as well 
who would have gladly voted SPD with 
regard to the growing Influence of the 
Young Socialists in the party, 

“The skills of leadership of both parlies 
will be needed,’ said the FDP General 
Secretary with something of a sigh of 
resignation. The maln thing the govern- 
ment coalition needs is to make inroads 
into the CDU/CSU store of votes. 

Obviously the FDP will have to be the 
warhead of this weapon levelled against 
the present Opposition. While the SPD is 
talking more and more all the tine of the 
workers the FDP will be doing its bit for 
the coalition trying to attract those 
people who are not “the workers" but 
who are also not bourgeois of the old 
stamp, that is to say the propertied 
middle classes. 

It is in this group that the FDP seeks its 
voters. It has already got a foothold in 
this sector. But so far this footing has not 
proved so firm a basis as ihe FDP's old 
niche. Alfred Rapp 

(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 
flr Deutschland, 17 February 1972) 
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FDP seeks voter support to 
continue Brandt/Scheel coalition 


. Sunfire Allgeiene 


e Free Democrats have given the 
electorate a clear ınessage: “I you 
want a continuation of the SPD/FDP 
coalition under Willy Brandt and Walter 
Scheel it is essential to back the Free 
Democrats." This is an appeal from 
Scheel’s party to the electorate to help 
them over the five-per-cent barrier on 
which the FDP could stumble bringing 
down not only ilself but also the coali- 
tion. 

But Willi Weyer is of the opinion that 
as many as ten per cent of the voters may 
give their vote to the Free Democrats at 
next year’s general election. This leads to 
the supposition that for the SPD/FDP 
coalition to be conlinued it may be 
necessary to strenthen the FDP to well 
over the five-per-cent rock-bottom level, 
that is to say that the next coalition 
should have more FDP members. Doss 
Willi Weyer consider that the strength of 
the Free Democrats in the present coalı- 
tion is too slight? Walter Scheel certainly 
would not agree with this. 

No matter whether the FDP has five, 
six or seven and more per cent of the 
votes cast at the next election, when It 
comes to the election of the new Chancel- 
lor a renewal of Willy Brandt’s lerm of 
office is a racing certainty. Rainer Barzel 
as candidate for the Chancellorship has as 
little hope in 1973 aş Kurt Georg 
Kiesinger had in 1969, 

The same fate would befall Gerhard 
Schréder ,anq ,. Gerhard  , Stoltenberg. 
Suhröder's experience at 1l election of 
the Bundestag president’ underlines Lluis, 
even though his relationship with the 
.FDP is good. 
` The FDP waves a reddish flag now and 
will do so in the choice of a Chancellor 
even though the red of the SPD has 
become redder since 1969. 

The more socialist the SPD becomes 
the more attractive the FDP's slogan that 
it is (he “watchdog” over socialism in tle 
coalition appears, : 

They are atteınpting to snap up ihe 
voters who stand to the lefl of centre but 
do not want lo move foo far away from 
the centre. 

Liberals of. the old school will not be 
among this section of the electorate, But 
among the new liberals on whom the FDP 
‘1s placing its hopes will be those Young 
Democrats who see socialism as the 
fulfilment of Ilberalism and who are not 
too keen on the “watchdog’" idea. 


Thoughtless talk ignored 


The party leadership tries to gloss over 
.the thoughtless talk of these young 
people, but thesp youngsters will be there 
at the polling booths helping to decide 
who will be in the next FDP parliamen~ 
.tary party, having already decided who 
will be the Free Democrat's candidates 
for a seat in the Bundestag. Young 


Democrats and Young Socialists stand 


„shoulder to shoulder, 

The next FDP parllamentary party 
could therefore be further to the left than 
the present one and could put up greater 
resistance to the idea that the FDP is 
there to stop the Social Democrats 
becoming too tocialist, a watchdog over 
the radical elements in the SPD. 

FDP General Secretary Hermann Flach 
has called the development of his party 
since the iast general election put it in a 
coalition with the SPD “the most diffi- 
cult process of development the party has 


the autumn of 1969 should have proved 
to the CDU/CSU that it is not “all up to 
the Chancellor", their campaign slogan of 
the time! 

Who is the “shadow’’ Genscher? Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher’s predecessor in office, 
Ernst Benda, has moved on to the 
Contitutional Court in Karlsruhe. Who is 
the authority in economic affairs in the 
Opposition parties? Is it Franz Josef 
Strauss? Or Gerhard Stoltenberg? The 
one only expresses himself inside the 
Bundestag while the other only has a 
voice outside the parliament since he is 
no longer a member of it. 

It is not always possible to reduce what 
the two of them are saying to a conımon 
denomainator. 

It would be possible to continue the list 
of question marks all through the min- 
istries apart from the obvious choices 
such as Hans Katzer for social welfare and 
Hermann Höcherl who would be the 
natural choice for agriculture. 

There are several possible reasons why 
Rainer Barzel has not yet been able to 
present his team selections to a waiting 
public. It is quite possible and under- 
standable that Barzel may want to fill his 
ministries with promising newcomers, but 
al the same time canrlot overlook the 
claims of the ministers who stepped down 
in 1969. 

It is also feasible that he cannot find 
enough talent within the parliamentary 
party and is scouling around outside the 
Bundestag for new blood. 

Nor can we rule out the possibility that 
some promising candidates are falling 
Barzel by taking a defeatist attitude to 
the next general election and considering 
it lost already. Indeed there are sceptics 
in the ranks who do not fancy Barzel's 
chances against Willy Brandt and who are 
making their plans rather with 1977 in 
niind than next year. They reckon that if 
Barzel loses the 1973 election he will not 
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be around as shadow Chancellor four‏ 
years later, Porhaps Stoltenberg will have‏ 

Laken his place by then. 

The main fact is that the relationship 
between the Chrlslian Democrats and 
Christian Socialists in general and be- 
tweon Barzel and Strauss in particular is 
far from cordial, 

Evidence of this is not hard to find, for 
instance the recent incident when Strauss 
produced his own plan for a treaty with 
Moscow without Barzel's knowledge and 
behind his back, This snub of Barzel and 
large sections of the CDU revealed their 
dirferences of opinion on the strategy for 
bringing down the government coalition, 
which have so far been painstakingly 
swept under the carpet. : 

From the outset Strauss wanted to 
steer a collision course, he wanted to 
achieve polarisation at practically any 
price. But the leader of the CDU and a 
majority of the party pursued a much 
more careful policy. They are banking on 
constructive opposition, that is to say 
cooperation with the government where- 
ver this seems to be appropriate. They are 
trusting that when it comes to the vote 
the electorate will honour the better 
arguments. 

There is some doubt about whether 
Barzel is the most promising challenger to 
Brandt's cfown or whether the Opposi- 
tion couid find itself a better man, But 
this is a question that the “union” parties 
must leave unanswered now, for they 
chose Barzel with an overwhelming 
majority. From that moment on E 
who attempted. to prevent him from 
picking his team for the election fray was 
acting to the detriment of the party. 

. The electorate does not only expect the 
Opposition to come up with good polr 
icies, but also with a good alternative 
group ‘of men to the government. 

: Ludwig Harms 
(Hannoversche Allgemeine, 17 February 1972) 
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Barzel lacks a 


Suspicions of 
Athens-Ankara 
Cyprus deal 


Gres deınand thıat President J, 
rios of Cyprus form a Naty 
government including supporters of G 
eral Grivas, who has yet again gı 


powerful team 
behind him 
underground, and surrendor the a 
secretly imported from the Eastern k 


to the United Nations reprasents sui Fhe CDU/CSU parliamentary party is 
grave encroachment on the the strongest opposition the Bundes. 
balance of power that the other « tag has had. At least from the point of 
bouring country with anı interest iı yiew of numbers it is strong. The leading 
island, Turkey, can hardly fail also men in the “union parties” would like the 
involved. same adjective to apply to their political 
Surprisingly enough Turkey has uo) actions. But there are doubts about this, 
responded at all to the Greek dewu; However little the government has 
apart, that is, from the large-scale y managed to achieve the high ainıs it set 
exercises in the Aegean and Ezı ‘itself, the Opposition’s failure to give a 
Meditorranean. These, however, wery convincing explanation of how it would 
arranged as a consequerıce of the Ak have managed affairs better is just as 
note; details of the naval manoeuvres f. 
announced sinultaneously with { Neither the vehemence of the Opposi- 
Greek demands on Cyprus's Archbit tion's attacks nor the number of ques- 
It is not all that long ago that the Ilons it has raised in the Bundestag have 
all but invaded the island. In the pr been able to give the impression that the 
circumstances one can but imagined CDU/CSU has the more convincing alter- 
were informed of Greece's intend tiatives. : 
beforehand and at least gave theiı The CDU/CSU Opposition has tried to 
proval. stay in a position to breathe down the 
On closer consideration the idea oi necks of the coalition government. At 
two countries having made some kif least the Opposition has been trying to 
a deal is not so absurd as it might ali manoeuvre into such a position since it 
appear. Years of conflict between (f got over the shock of losing the autumn 
and Turkish Cypriots having led to 1969 general election. 
oven the hint of a solution, Athen Jt has tried to present to the general 
Ankara were bound to grow incre Public not only the more convincing 
enamoured of an alternative that! political programme but also the better 
always been on the cards. team. We are still waiting for it to come 
It remains for the time being to beı up with both. OR 
whether the two governments have g Û seems as though the Opposition is 
on one or other of these alternative ih captive of its own strength, There is 
there can be no doubt that Grew lr | 1 how it ا‎ 
determined to rchbishop Mı 0 come up yet with the team that is to 
earan of n HE uals Unset the SPD/FDP in the 1973 general 
Cyprus closer to heel. lections and to take over the re- 
In the circumstances it # daup Wunsibitity of running the country again, 
whether General Grivas has rotumed Al any- rate it’s certainly-nob tha fault 
his Athens exile lo (ake up arms agall OF Opposition leader Rainer Barzel for 
union with Greece entirely withou! ا‎ that he alone is capable of 
connivance of the (reek government, leading his party to election victory. 
At all evonts Athens considers Pres There is no longer any opposition 
Makarios's imports of arms f Within tho party to Barzel as the can- 
Czechoslovakia for his palace guudı dldate for (he Chancellorship, but he 
lico to be an attempt by the 4 Moro than anyone must be aware that he 
bishop to assert military independ 'uires an atlractive team to back him 
. : nalî UP. 
O E cS bS e o For this reason he announced at the 
of the Greek army. party political conference in Saarbrücken 
The source 3 supply of these that he planned immediately to set up a 
being bound to occasion suspicion 4 SHadow Cabinet along British lines, 
bishop Makarios has every reason to e ET eae: 
٤ ا‎ 1 2 
ler ا‎ might ن‎ sor, Kurt Georg Kiesinger, who surround- 
If necessary, he may well [edi ® himfeelf with all kinds of experts and 
Soviet Union will champion the cas ™š only required to express Opinions 
an independent Cyprus of its own #7 kimself when it came to major political 
as it has done in the past, An ind a 1 
Cyprus would, of course, also b But it i8 expected that Barzel, at least 
dependent of Nato lbh 0 1 e 0 a 1 
f e team of politicians with minister- 
(Der Tagessplegel, 15 Febru, jyj competence, ill be taking a definite 
n f on all the ا ا‎ a 
Fi + ic and foreign policies, although o! 
The Serr Tribut Course he is not 2 Expert onthe whole 
eet" inert Relnegte, aaron, FTilleal speclrum: u rember of 
ğliı : ta e ' ı But where, oh where, is the member ol 
Dibin Hae vo ik he “union parties” who could act as the 
Frledrich Roinacke Vortag GmbH, 2%, and reliable shadow foreign min- 
algal gdamburg 76. Tel: 2051 g Ster alongside shadow Chancellor Barzel 


66 Adenausrailoe es Hann Fel: 2018 tnd support him in German and East Bloc 
ox. 08 86388, ‘Poli ie: 5 
Adverllsing rates lial 8 icy decisions? . 
Annuel subsorıptlon DA 28. ‘How about Gerhard Schréder? He still 
Printed Buch- und erage tommands a great deal of respect in the 
En OAR apienese, Olstribuleh, ix £YeS of the public, but is not so popular 
Sireal, Hew York, H.Y. 10011. n 


n the parliamentary party any longer. 
e HSE “ Or Richard Weizsicker who is the 
fpr cals published SERAN, RY man for carefully considered rather 
1 u ing “ewapareth, g han a speedy decision? Alternatively the 
a ûf te aciginal ext. I, tampaigning but often excessively hasty 

2 Ça 2 nor editorially redraft ` Werner Marx? 

Ravlaw and 8 Sia, icles s81» When these politicians speak do any of 
from German periodicals. ' 1 ever express anything other than 
1 tesponden u1 Nei: ow! sonal opinions? it is not 
derptlan. number RE maar O ke "only the publi that cant ay claim to & 
Ee, siraight answer, but the party itself finds 
fit important, The last general election in 
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Market differences of opinion on Ulster 
will be more easy to resolve — providing, 
of course, that Whitehall makes the 
appropriate mOVes. ٤ 

This will soon be the case, though, with 
the emergence of a fresh combination 
directed against Stormont, a greater say 
in government for the Roman Catholic 
minority, alleviation of the internment 
policy and a powerful shot in the arm for 
tlhe Ulster economy. 

Now and again Mr Heath is at the 
receiving end in his collision tactics. The 
miners’ strike is a case in point. But 
provided he succeeds in gaining ac- 
ceptance of the miners’ pay rise as a 
special case rather than as 8 signal for 
other unlons to put in claims of their own 
he will have won the day after all. 

The economic and possibly political 
cost of his victory are not to be sneezed 
at, though. Were a general election to ba 
held at the moment Mr Heath and the 
Tories would lose hands down. 


Hans-Heinz Schlenker 
(Kleler Nachrichten, 16 February 1972) 


Italy’s political 


crisis drags on 


N o European country is so badly in 
need of a government capable of 
action as Italy. The political crisis in 
Rome has Jong been a bane on Italian 
society and the country's economy. Yet 
it continues {o simmer with no end in 
sight. 

At least there are now fresh elections 
on the horizon, the Christian Democrats 
having given their latest Cabinet-maker, 
Giulio Andreoiti, a free frand to all sides. 
In the circumstances this amounts to no 
more than a Christian Democratic min- 
ority government to function as a care- 
taker administration in preparation for 
fresh elections. 

This being what a free hand amounts 
to, there has been no clarification what- 
soever. Tormented by a mu pleity of 
political ’ parties further complicated by 
the break-up of the Christian Domocrats 
into rival factions Italy is staggering 
towards elections no one can really 
expect to provido one side or the ather 
with a clear mandate. 

Experlenco ias shown that in such a 
siluation elections based on proportional 
representation aro more Lhan unlikely to 
result In a clear majority for one party. It 
is nothing new to proclaim that demo- 
cracy hangs in the balance In [Italy but the 
familiarity of laments of this kind in no 
way ollers the fact that the danger is 
growing increasingly grave. 

(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 
Mr Deutschland, 12 February 1972) 
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British miners?’ strike poses 
. the question: Who won? 


the Conımon Market, on which for a time 
he had Labour Europeans on his side. 

On 28 October 1971 the Prime Minister 
secured a majority of 112 in the vote on 
whelher or not to join the Common 
Market. İn the meantime Labour's pro- 
Marketeers Jtave returned to the fold and 
in the latest division the Party rebels were 
to be found on the Tory benches. 

The reason why a collision is in the 
offing is that the Prine Minister is not a 
man to yield to counsels of opportunity. 
Once his mind is made up and he sticks to 
his e come what nıay — as in the case 

of the miners’ strike. 

Mr Heath carries on regardless, equalled 
only by the TUC in his disregard of the 
losses that may be sustained. In the final 
analysis the miners’s strike amounts to 
little short of economic suicide, Even if 
they gain a higher wage increase than was 
originally intended the miners will be 
hoist by their own petard. 

Two inevitable consequences of the 
miners’ strike will be a fiırther decline in 
the part of played by coal! as anı industrial 
fuel and debts that will lake years to 
repay. 

So far Mr Heath's policy of sticking to 
his guns on incomes has proved quite 
successful, He has, when all is said and 
done, succeeded in cutting down last 
year's more than inflationary wage-rise 
rates by roughly half to a current level of 
eight per cent. 

No matter how sympathetic one is 
towards the miners’ cause (and there can 
be no denying that e do a hard Job of 
work) it must not be forgotten that the 
strike has to say the least considerabiy 
lessened the government's success in {he 
fight against inflation. 

Quite apart from the setback sustained 
in increasing thie general level of prosper- 
lly and the weakening of Britain's com- 
petitive position it has come on the eve of 
accession to the Common Market. 

From Britains point of vlew menıber- 
ship of the European Community İs 
growing daily more essential, It represents 
the best Poet of putting Britain's 
economic house in order — with the aid 
of future fellow-members of the EEC, 

This applies in equal measure to North- 
orm Ireland, Once Britain and the Re- 
public of Ireland are both in the Common 


HZ can Labour be expected 1o 
unseat the Heath government when 
even the weather is on the Tories’ side? 
There could be no mistaking the sigh of 
despair in the voice of Shadow Minister 
Shirley Williams as she told the Commons 
that but for lhe current spell of mild 
weather Britain’s fuel and power crisis, 
which she attributed to gross in- 
conıpetence on the part of the Heath 
Cabinet, would have been far more 
serious. 

Although battling on three fronts, the 
power crisis, Northern Ireland and the 
Coınmon Market, the Conservatives have 
so far come nowhere near tle brink of 
defeat. 

Not even the controversial Rhodesian 
issue, involving, as it does, the hiving off 
of Brilain’s responsibility for the former 
colony, has succeeded in unsettling Mr 
Heath and his Cabinet. 

Yet in every cage Mr Heath is bound for 
head-on collision, deliberately and with a 
will. The only temporary exception was 


Chancellor Brandt 
accepts invitation 
to visit Teheran 


hancellor Brandt has taken on no 
mean task in deciding to visit Tehe« 
ran early in March with the aim of 
improving relations between this country 
Tan. 

In the five years that have elapsed since 
the Shah's visit to this country and the 
unfortunate incidents that accompanied 
in the traditionally good economié rê- 
lations between tie two have rapidly 
deteriorated. 

Since last year the GDR leaders have 
set out to make political and economic 
capital out of the trend and, untroubled 
by scruples about the olher side, have 
made considerable progress. 

The Chancellor will have to avoid 
creating the Impression of being ready to 
make amends. Gestures of this kind could 
prove too costly, 

He must aim st re-establishing an 
objective relationship between the two 
countries that is to the beneflt of both. 

(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zettung 
Tir Devtschiand, 10 February 1972} 


differences that have so far prevented 
Premier Sato from pursuing an uno 
ambiguous policy towards Peking. 

along these lines was lent‏ ا 
further encouragement by Mr Sato’s‏ 
statement in Sapporo that he was ready‏ 
at the first opportunity to travel to‏ 
Moscow to negotiate the future of the‏ 
four Kurile islands still occupied by the‏ 
Soviet Union. :‏ 

Were he to ۳ to Moscow Peking 
could hardly fall to feel affronted but 


‘might, of ‘course, be induced to make a 


gesture of good will in return. 

Last but not least Mr Sato's stratagem 
has succeeded in upsetting the pundits’ 
forecasts as to the date of his impending 
retirement, 

. HÉ is an open secret that he plans to 
retire and in Sapporo he himself mention- 
ed the-end of the current session of the 
Japanese Parliament: as a likely date, That 
would be 26 May, eleven days after the 
return of Okinawa to Japan. 

Were he to visit the Kremlin the 
deadline would, of course, have toa be 
extended and could hardly fail to cast an 
interesting light on the Chinese problem. 

(Münchner Merkur, 15 February 1972) 


J apanese Premier 
Sato calls China’s 
. bluff. 


ese sins arid concessions. Tokyo can 
hardly take them at face value, 

There is more to the Liberal Democrats 
and Premier Sato making a cause célèbre 
out of their negotiator’s latest move than 
this, however. 

For one it can be inferred that Japan is 
taking its time in dealing with Peking and 
is less willing than it has been to tolerate 
the tenor sounded by the Chinese, 

Mr Sato has at least shown that he is 
not prepared to modify his obligations 
towards Chiang Kai-shek for reasons of 
opportunism and does not consider pre- 
mature American successes in Peking, 
which could put Japan at a disadvantage, 
to be realistıc, E 

The Party proceedings against Mr Fuji- 
yama also indicate . the existençe of 
fundamental differences of opinion with- 
in the Liberal Democratic Party, 


Js courtship of China may well be 
meant lesg seriously by the political 
establishment than progressives would 
like to feel. This, at any rate, is the 
impression conveyed by the spectacular 
disciplinary proceedings instituted by the 
ruling Liberal Democrats against Party 
left-winger and .old China hand Aichiro 
Fujiyama. 

The haste with which Washington is 
endeavouring to come to terms with 
Peking mests with scepticism in Tokyo. 
Japan prefeis to progress at a more 
leisurely pace in improving relations with 
its mainland neighbour. 

Ex-Foreign Minister Fujiyana has béen 
stripped of Party office for signing a 
memorandum calling for annulment of 
the pace treaty between Tokyo ard 
Taipei in the wake of the titest arınual 
round of Sino-Japanese trade talks. 
` It followed from his. signature that 
pan al prepared to recognise Peking’s 
sole right to represent the Chinest people 


` af Nationalist Chirig’s expense anid the 


news made headlines all over the wold, 

‘Trade memoranda betwen Tokye' and 
Pêéking have come almost as a matter of 
course to read’ like 4 catalogue of Japan- 


As alarming as the number and quanti 
ties of drugs found by tle customs must 
be for a society, the cusloms authorities 
are happy to report that the Fedoral 
Republic has been largely spared hard 
drugs, opium, morphine and heroin, un- 
like the United Siates and a number of 
other European countries. 


But there are indications that these 
drugs are found İn transit Lraffic through 
the Federal Republlc and are being sold 
to drug consumers here in increasing 


quantities. Georg Gusmann 
{Handelablstt, 10 February 1972) 


Weyer calls for a ban 
on Italian Communist 
` Party in this country 


orth Rhine-Westphalin's Minister of 

the Interior, Willi Weyer, will do all 
he can to prevent the Italian Communist 
Party from setting up local branches ii 
the Federal Republic. 

The Italian Communist Party has al- 
Teoady set up groups in Stuttgart and 
Cologne. No independent State could 
tolerate foreign parties operating on. its 
territory, Weyer stnted. 

The Italian Communist Party has stated 
In Rome that the party groups in the 
Federal Republic only planned to look 
after the social interests of Italians work- 
ing there. 

Weyer countered with the argument 
that this work could be done by organi- 
salions that were not identical with elther 
a communist or fascist parly. : 

From the beginning of this year the 
Ttalian Communist Party is reported to 
have split the Federal Republic into two 
sections — North and South — in order to 
pay more attention to Italian workers in 
this country.’ 

Local branches were recently opened in 
Cologue. und Stuttgart. The head .of the 
Italian Communists in the Federal Re- 
public is said io be a 33-year-old worker 
who was deported from Switzerland 
many years ago for communist activities, 

(Stuttgorler Zoltung, 8 February 1972) 


the neçessary staff and equipment for 
them to fulfll their dütles in timies of war 
as well. 

There are no longer any organisations 
that would only bé used in the event of 
war, apart from the warning alarnı ser- 
vice. Even tlıls organisation is soon to put 
its communications and measuring system 
at the disposal of environmental conserva- 
tion so that air pollution can be measured 
and smog warnings given in plenty of 
time. The equipment must first be con- 
verted for this purpose however, 

The Ministry of the Interior intends 
follow. the example of the Defence 
Ministry and publish a white paper on 
alvil defence. The white paper — compi 
under the direction of Wolfram Dorn ~ 
must first be approved by the Cabinet but 
even now it i being described in Bonn as 
a paper of unusually skilful non-commit- 
ment. E . 
` No statement has been made about 
finance, 1f psychology is the foundation 
of civil: defence then finance js ils 
support. Both are on the weak slide in thie 
Federal Republic. 

The ratlo between expenditure on civil 
and military defence was 1 to 43-in 1971, 
The figure will sink to 1'to 45 in 1972. 
Compared with Sweden and Switzerland 
where the ratlo is SR poxlmalely one to 
ten, the Federal Republic is under- 
developed. In view of this observers are 
waiting to see how the white paper will 
conceal the reslgned attitude of the 
responsible authorities. : 1 


. . Ludger Stein-Ruegenberg 
2 (Deutsche Zeltung, L1 February 1974) 
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‘classisn’ prob Narcotics dealers take to the country 


hot 


most of the drugs confiscated are found 
there, the increase of the smuggling of 
drugs within the European Economic 
Community must be looked upon with 
concern. 

Many smugglers use the EEC borders as 
they think that there is not so much 
danger involved. But the customs have 
recognised these new tactics and are now 
watcling road and rail routes, aircraft, 
shipping and the post. Smuggling by air 
has increased considerably, 

The main centres of ihe drug trade are 
in Frankfurt, Munich and Hamburg ac- 
cording to recent investigations and the 
authorities have taken the necessary 
counter-measures. Dealers have now tend- 
ed to withdraw to rural arens in recent 
months. 

The Federal Republic is not always the 
end of a smuggling route but often only 
an intermediate stage on the route to the 
West, especially to Britain, the United 
States and the Scandinavian countries, 

Smugglers have come up with a number 
of tricks to fool investigators, They often 
make detours if entry direct from thelr 
starting-point seems too dangerous. They 
fly from the Middle East to Paris or 
Brussels and then cross the West German 
frontier by traln or taxi. Another route, 
the Press and Information Office reports, 
is to fly lo Rome and then travel on to 
the Federal Republic by other means of 
transport. 

Experience shows that the snıugglers 
are pushers who have been bought by 
their foreign employers and have to 
deliver thelr goods in a precisely de- 
scribed way, Women yeith small.children 
are also used as they will usually esea 
the stricter controls, With the higli profit 


` margins in the drugs (rade the special 


costs for detöurs are easy to bêar, 


plans to prepare. 


too 


ا 4 


cities are 
the smuggling of drugs. The 


police and the customs work in close 
cooperation on this point. 


Customs Investigations show that a 
considerable number of aliens are involy- 
ed in illegal drug-trafficking, especially in 
the smuggling of drugs and their large- 


scale distribution. 

Most of the dealers, purchasers and 
consumers gare Germans — and pre- 
dominantly young Germans. 


Cannabis products such as hashish and 
marijuana are the drugs most frequently 
found among confiscated stocks. The 
hallucinatory drug LSD is in second 

lace, followed by opium, morphine and 
feroin. But only relatively small quanti- 
ties of these drugs are found. 

The Press and Information Office re. 
port shows that the most-used inter- 
national trade route for narcotics normal 
ly runs from East to West. The main 
countries producing the drugs smuggled 
into the Federal Republlc are Afghani- 
stan, Pakistan, Nepal, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Syria and Turkey. The Turkish authori- 
ties have now realised however that the 
State can fake measures to limit the 
cultivation of poppies. 

Imports from North Africa are of litlle 
importance. LSD comes mainly from the 
United States and Britain while opium 
and „morphine. iş ysuqlly, 3uppljed rom 
Turkey. ; n 


Although mıiost of the drugs traffic 
comes Into the cotıntry via the Federal 
Republic's southern frontiers and [hougli 


Interior Ministry 


a white paper on civil defence 


No Minister of the Interior, the man 
responsible for civil defence, wants his 
image to be harmed by a nickname like 
“Bunker Höcherl”, “Shelter Benda” or 
“Siren Genscher", The impractlcal organi- 
satlon of the Civil Defence has also ruled 
out sensible work for a long time. 

The shortcomings of the organisalon 
were theoretically ironed out by e civil 


. defence laws passed in 1968, 


1 o 
thing remains théoretical as the law is s1 
not in full, effective because of inade- 
quate administrative clauses agreed by the 
government and Federal states. . - 

. The law is based on the fact that 
peacetime disasters, whether caused by 
natural forces 4s with flooding or sarth- 
quakes or by technical shortcomings as 
with train crashes, air disasters, chemical 
explosions or accidents at reactors, differ 
only in degree from the results of 
conventional or atomic warfare. . `. , 
J is all. a question of protecting and 
, rescuing people, tending to the: sick arid 
Injured and ensuring the continuation of 
basic services for survivors, Wolfram 
.Dorn, the Parliamentary State Secretary 
in the Ministry of the Interior, told a 
.symposium arranged by the Federai Civii 
Defence Bureau: e 


i 'The organisations responsible for civil 


‘defence In"times of peace must be given 


that have thought of using these as 
multi-purpose installations that could also 
be employed as shelters can be counted 
on the fingers of lwo hands despite the 
fact that the Semok would pay the 
lion's share of the extra expenditure in 
this case too, 

Officials at the Federal Civil Defence 
Bureau in Bad Godesberg and the Min- 
istry of the Interior:in Bonn are glad 
when a chain store or a rich businessman 
comes along from time to time to ask 
about fhe conditions governing a subsidy 
for a multi-pürpose below-surface garage, 

They sadly glance. at Sweden or 
Switzerland ‘where shelters:in houses and 
factories are not only legally prescribed 
but are also jooked upon aş:a mattêr öf 
course. : ت‎ 

Measures to protect ,the population 
against the dangers of war are unpopular 
in the Federal Republic. Memories of 
nights during the Second World: War when 
the ‘bombs fell play a role here alongside 
the widely held, though erroneous belief 
that there is no protection against atomic 
weapons. : ا‎ : 

Policing havè only been too willing 
tö bow to the public's desire to forget the 
past. That isnot surprising after the sad 
experiences they. ‘had during the cam- 
paigas. that failed miserably in the fiftles 
and early sixtifps, ا‎ 


- the 


.Tire-brigade ' headquarters, is stub- . 


‘attractive to the owners of small houses, . 


4, i derground rallways, loa: 
Partner as basic ideological .diffett® Pages, : pedestrian subways road. 

` a danger iî  unnels are tly being built in many - 
2 Mariel ost German cities, The auriber of cities 


FEF a number of months no; 
Hdeological contmission of the §, 
ist Unity Party (SED) politburo huh . 
splitting hairs over the question ofp uring the past two years the customs 
in the Germari Dentocratic Reg f Jhave managed to chalk up notable 
should be includod in the ê successes in the fight against rapidly 
alongside manual workers f increasing narcotics smuggling, the Press 
labourers. and Information Office of the govern- 

The decision camo quickly and wij ment of the Federal Republic of Ger- 
effort. Anyone who Was a worker b many announces. 


rising up the party and State lady The fi 
2 : igures available show that the 
before golting on În industry or xi customs are able to intercept more and 


remains a member of the working : i 1 
more imported narcotics. One noticeable 
That is what has always been done, feature is the rise in the number of 


a non minors among. the smugglers, dealers and‏ ا 


layor. Classifying the chil purchasers. 
Children of 0 ا‎ Hashish and marijuana are most com- 
working classes seems to be more df MOnly intercepted, followed by LSD. The 
however. drugs norm 1 E 0 0 0 

These offspri! jic from the south. Frankfurt, Munich 
Geêration, EE ha Os ا ا‎ Hamburg are the main centres of the 
be allowed to count themselyes ,, Intemational drug (rade in West Ger- 
working class if they spent a short pe MANY. 
of time before their studeles working! 
manual worker or farm labourer, 

The second generation, the grank 
dren, arc faced by a completely difs 
ruling. They nıust not study but rele . 


the tractor or factory lathe if thyı ' The Press and Information Office adds 
want to include themselves Wil ial the drugs and narcotics found in the 
working class. „ _ Federal Republic haye all been smuggled 

It sounds nonsensical but it B1 jq The only exceptions are the narcotics 
than mero theoretical juggling Ol ablained in thls country after break-ins at 


wings of the political stnge. Iti 1 falsificati f riptions 
important domestic’ issue and ol ite, E fen EE 


EE Ge ad E „ As climatic reasons practically rule out 
first-class or second-class citizens. growing of plants from which 
For many years tliere was no ıı “WES can be obtained, the main offences 
of cluss issues in lhe German Deg " the drugs traffio ' (import, export, 
Republic. Walter Ulbricht had deugtlansit, selling and purchasing) are those 
“tHe ost LUE of ‘a’ Sömgist qîğainst the drug laws and cusloms regula- 
‘munity a8 lis pı Mme o such as dealing-in.Contrgbangh, and 
All sections of the population wı 3lempting to ovade laxation. 
cooperate in this conımunity and tia For: the customs there can be no 
the SED as the party of the workisgê intensive fight against crimes involving 
WaS lo be recognisel as comfk narcotics without steps being taken to 
dominant his role was lo be exeni 
mildly like a big brother. 1 
Erich Honecker, the new SED 
rejected the theory of tlhe So ¥ . 
community at the eighth SED f 


Smuggled drugs 


econd Worll War air raid sheliers 
congress in June 1971 and annou% under: the Schlossberg in Freiburg-Iim- 
relurn to the ideology of the ' Breisgau have now been convertod at the 
struggle. The SED's claim to sb% govemment's instigation into homes ae- 
Power was once again crassly emph™ commodating six thousand people. 
Honecker believes that the Westl ‘Tt js estimated that the bunker will 
man population can be better disc withstand nuclear detonations of con-. 
in this way, that life in the GDR. siderable strength, It has its own water 
walled off even more from the We! ‘ind electricity sùpply and has enouglı 
that above all the influence of i ttorage rooms, Kitchens and sanitary 
crats and the intelligentsia can be detyinstallations that the six thousand in- 
ed in favour of the party potentates. ` abitants could live and survive there for 
This hard Jine was once again st #veral days or even several weeks if 
at the SED leader's ideological confet hecessary. ‘They would ‘be compietely 
last October and its basic features independent of a world that could by 
lined. However, it was stated. ofl then be destroyed, radiogotive or poison- 
that extremely opposed views wet êd. E 
pressed, ' 1 : .'. „ The city of Freiburg, which has itself 
In athër words, there was a rowê built a shelter for fifty people under the 
of the SED men who had risef# 
Party wanted naturally enough to %FR0mly refusing to take over the Schloss- 
that their children and ‘gr ° erg bunker because of thê annual run- 
could study, have good jobs aid' costs of between 25,000 and 50,000 
belong to the “right class", ` ` Barks that this would entail. 
The first effects of East GS ; There have long been government sub- 
“Classism"”" can already be sean. TiS dies for building private shelters in new 
plans to reduce {he number of.unié ‘Aomes. The extra expenditure involved in 
students for economic reasons, Duilding a shelter for 25 of more persons 


already reports of discrimination ¥ 3 compared with building a normal cellar . 


children whose parents do not bel# 8 completely covered. The offer’ is also 
the right class. Instead of being 2% 
to study they are being made to. jo 
army. : 
Recently Junge Welt, the 


specially as costs over and above the 
, Subsidy can be taker off income tax. 

;* But few builders have applied for State 
Party's youth organisation; warned 
Marxists against marrying 2- 


published by Freie Deutsche Ji Hıbsidies, Funds for this scheme have not . 


Jı heen used up entirely. 


together,. +, ° ‘Renate 
i (Kiefer Nachrichten, 1f FebruzY 


ان 


+. + (Kleler Nachrichten, 7 February .1972) ° . 
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faction of the conscience as regartis the 
value of life. “A State giving its éxpress 
protection to marriage, the family and 
motherhood cannot want this,” they 
stated. 


Politicians in East Germany did not try 
to hide the fact that abortion had its 
dangers for the mother and society as 
hole despite the great medical advances 
made. 


That is why a number of special 
restrictions have been introduced. A 
woman will not be allowed to have two 
abortions in one year. Mothers nıust be 
admitted to hospitals for the operation 
and have out-patients’ treatment after 
being discharged. 

There are also proposals for a law that 
abortions can only be carried out at a 
hospital in the mother’s immediate vicin- 
ity, This is meant’ to keep some control 
over the situation and prevent infringe- 
ments. 


Other methods of family planning are 
being sought. Doctors and family ad- 
visory centres are being asked to help. All 
young girls from the age of sixteen are to 
be prescribed contraceptive pills if they 
want then. 


A lot of this ınay seem paradoxical in 
view of the fact that the SED likes to 
represent the Gerınan Democrat Republic 
as a chilld-loving State and praises its laws 
for the protectlon of mothers and chil. 
dren as the most progressive in the world, 


It is also paradoxical in view of the fact 
that the population of East Germany has 
been stagnating for years, But that is not 
the background to the tliree-month solu- 
tion that is also being proposed in the 
Federal Republic. It is more a question of 
freeing innumerable women from a ınen- 
tal burden impairing their health and 
performance. Wili Kimigkcit 


` (SUddeutsehe Zeltung, 14 February 1972) 


mm 


East Germany plans to introduce 


for abortions 


amended for the first time at the instiga- 
tion of the East German Health Ministry. 
A mother could then apply for an 
abortion if her life was endangered or if a 
serious impairment of her physical and 
mental health was expected. 


If a mother had already had four 
children born on average at fifteen-month 
intervals and became pregnant again not 
later than six months after the last birth 
her application for an abortion was never 
turned down, 


But in the course of time this proce- 
dure met with the increasing opposition 
of tle women affected. The’ objected to 
the complications involved in gaining 
permission for an abortion and sought 
other ways out. The number of illegal 
abortions rose, 


After long discussions the Socialist 
Unity Party (SED) agreed upon the 
three-month solution. The SED’s news. 
Papers stated that this would give women 
greater security, 


There was opposition from the Church- 
es in East Germany too, Both Protestant 
and Catholic bishops spoke out against 
legalised abortions. In a joint statement 
read from the pulpits of all Catholic 
churches the Catholic bishops stated that 
this would mean a harmful development 
for the whole nation, 


Protestant ops claimed that the 
legalised murder of unwanted life would 
automatically lead to a general stupe- 


ol 


"N egotiations with East Berlin - 
mark time 


êiNaéhrichten 


needs a break in the talks in order to go 
on a convalescent holiday, 

“ But in political iiin it means that 
‘when Bahr and Kohl meet again in March 
they will be starting to discuss the 
‘transport agreement for the third time. 
The agreement would have been signed 
long ago if the Socialist Unity Party had 
been' interested in its speedy conclusion. 

Perhaps the German. Democratic Re- 
Public .is counting on international de- 
velopments, The more success it has in 
being recognised by Western and non- 
aligned nations, the less necessity there is 
for East Berlin to accept the concessions 
towards normalisation demanded by 
the Federal Republic. Whether.this reck- 
oning is false or not will certainly not 
depend exclusively on the skllfulness of 
Bonr’s policy...  : . 

The SED can be taken at its word — the 
palitburo and Ministerlal Council in East 
‘Berlin stated while Bahr and Kohl were 
stl negotiating in Bonn that they were 
prepared to make an active and cohstruc- 
tive contribution to peaceful coexistence, 
to increasing detente and developing 
Cooperation between all European States. 


. ‘That sounds: very laudable and, on 


Paper, is exactly. what the West German 
Sovernment :wants, . But it remains no 
more than a scrap of paper as long as East 
Germans ` are -not - allowed the same 
modest freedom of movement where the 
other German State is concerned a8 is a 
civilised ‘nations, 
must -not tire of-drawing attention 
his... , H.O, Lippens, 


`matter-of-course in ‘all 
.Bonn 
tot 


aks between the Federal Republic 
and the German Democratic Republic 
have been broken off until March, but 
this is no pause for thought. : 
The last two two-iay meetings between 
West German State Secretary Egon Bahr 
and East German State Secretary Michael 
Kohl did not result in much Progress 
being ‘made on the proposed transport 
agreement. 4 
It was obvious from the very beginnin 
that the West German government had no 
wish to put its signature to the proposals 
put forward by. State Secretary Kohl 
unless some alterations were made, 
The fact must not be denied that the 
East Berlin negdtiator - Kohl urgently 
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3-month law 


Fs fuel was added to the passionate 
discussion of abortion law reform 
recently when the Vatican's newspaper 
OQsseratore Romano sharply criticised 
what it described as the inlumane deci- 
sions taken by the government in Bonn. 
` The newspaper was particularly in- 
dignant about the fact that Bonn planned 
to permit tho voluntary sterilisation of 
males over 25. It accused the government 
of seizing upon the ideology of the Third 
Reich and stated that it was unbelievable 
for the problem of sterilisation to be 
discussed İn Germany of all places. 

The criticism affects both parts of 
Germany. In the German Democratic 
Republic too the discussion on abortion 
law reform is in full swing, Sterllisation is 
not being considered but conditions for 
terminating a fig gnaney are to be con- 
siderably liberalised. - 

The GDR’s Ministerial Council recently 
submitted 2 Bill to this effect to the 
People’s Chamber. In future all children 
born in East Germany will be wanted. 
The law reads: ‘“The mother herself can 
decide whether she would like to term. 
inate the pregnancy during the first thres 
months. After three nıonths have elapsed 
an abortion is only permitted when the 
mother's life 1s in danger or wien there 
are other important circumstances,” ..As 
far as work and insurance İs concerned 
abortions will be equated with cases of 
sickness and will therefore be free, 


Women in the GDR have already been 
able to lıave an abortion. Previously they 
have had to appear before a panel of 
doctors, welfare workers and represen 
tatives of social organisations. 


The panel exercised its powers liberally 
with women under sixteen or over forty, 
It was only for women between these 
that extremely strict conditions were 


This procedure was based on the new 
penal. code ‘introduced in 1968 at: the 
same time as ‘the controversial abortion 
law was scrapped, Abortions were stifl 
Punished under paragraphs 153 to 155 of 
the new penal code but an abortion 
attempt by the mother herself was no 
Jonger piosecited, ı 4 . . 

! Seve years ago the abortion laws were 
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Technology for 


the housewife 
at Cologne 


(Coking is becoming more and more 
the job of the invisible power from 
the power point than of the harassed 
housewife who used to complain of 
slaving over a hot stove. Tlie cooker, tlie 
washing-machine, ironing and garbage 
disposal are now largely controlled by the 
modern jacks-of-all-trades automation, 
electricity and electronics. 

This year’s: hardware and household 
equipment fair in Cologne is a truly 
international affair. with products from 
1,450 firms in 34 different countries on 
show ‘in fourteen exhibition halls, It 
seems that the modern housewife must 
know more about the language of tech- 
nology than reçipes if she is to manage 
her kitchen successfully, 

.Sophisticaied cookers have to be cor 
rectly. programmed like 4 computer to 
produce a cooked’ meal at the scheduled 
time. The tumbler drjer must be given 
clear instructions like the servants of old 
so that it knows whether to dry and air 
clothes ready for immediate wear or 
whether to leave (hem damp enough for 
ironing. . : 

But even if the housewife is not on lhe 
ball technology can come to lıer aid, Tlie 
Intest coffee-maker is so cleverly designed 
that a warning light comes oıı wher: the 
layer of -fur is too thick. Modern water 
heaters switch themselves off if they are 
accidentally knocked off balance. And 
foldaway cooking equipment gives a 
warning shriek if a forgetful housewife 
should try to fold it away while ft is still 
hot. ; 2 
More’ automation; greater comfort and 
better safety precautions are the trade- 
mark, of, „ihe Jatest developments in 
coniemporary . household gadgetry, But 
that does not mean that altractiyve deslgns 
and plensing colours are ııeglected. 

Consumer goods for kitchen and dining 
room are probably brighter ‘than ever, 
sometimes as a result of new matorials 
being used — enamel. lıandles on stainless 
sleel cutlery for instance. Designs today 
are much more varled than {hey were in 
the past. .... : 
. One dominating trend is lhe “rustic 
look” complemented in part with shapos 
and styles taken over from kitclhêrie two 
gênerations -ago '(old iron’ pots, for In- 
stance) ‘side by .-slde ‘with. the most 
modern lines,’ ' ‘ ا‎ 2 

With: large gadgets, however, fashions 
and fdds are of minor importance, The 
most important aspect of these is that it 
rhust ‘bé possible to stow them’ away 
easily, At this' yehr's Cologne fair de- 
signers have obviously pald greater atlen- 
tlon {o the less spaclous kitchens in the 
deslğn of washing: and washiig-up mache 
thes, fridgés and deép freèzes, as vell' ad 
udually bi lky kitchen equipment: 


JA thier ealalogves the ‘word! “Kompakt™ 
zecuis, perhaps morg than any ather,: 1 
‘There arê mianiy mentions of “new 
items İn Cologne, but generglly speaking 
this really means further developments, 
improvements .and modiflcatldns of old 
ideas. °’ 2 
` But one thing that is genuinely new is a 
material rather like stoneware which is 
sald to haye many of the properties of 

` china. Qther new ideas include a pieca of 
squipmêènt that reduçes kitchen waste to 
about one fifth, of its original bulk and a 
waste and. faeces freezer for camplig and 
weekend houses worked by eleçtricity, 
which “seals” the waste products in ice. 

(Frankfurter Neue Presse, 7 February 1972) 
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French gourmets 
were represented 
with fruit in ar 
magnac, 100,000 jars 
of which were snap- 
ped up and oysters, 
60,000 of which 
were swallowed, Bac- FE 
chus was there in the 
guise of the Austrlan fi. 

exhibitors who offer- ff 
ed 100,000 sample 
glasses of wine, Am- 
erica got rid of 
23,000 corn on tle 
cob and the Danes 
tempted 128,000 
palates with liver pã- 
té. Quality is all im- 
portant, the Central 
Marketing _Associd- 
tion of the West Ger- 
man Agricultural sec- 
tor (CMA) believes, 
٣ (Telegraf, ' 
8 February 1972) 
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: Ee 
One of the main halls at Berlin's Grine Woche ' 
+ (Photo AMK Berfin) 


Nuremberg Toy Fair proves that 
games are not just child’s play 


1 ith 
xperts suggested a, few years ago that come bigger and more difficult wit! 
E market for toys need not be anything up to 3,000 parts. One carl 
réstricted to the younger section of the scarcely imagine a child having the skill or 
community and that ‘in future adults pens to tackle such a puzzle. This 
miğht, proye to be good tustomers. There 0 in puzzle es is vlewed by many 
mê š5 who just laughed at as the trend of this year, ` < 
this idea ا‎ n, E 1 1 و‎ 3 One firm has ever len ا‎ the 
"But as the 1972 toys fatr in Nuremberg fact that many senior, citizens suffer .frqm 
ha shown, ‘many companles manufactur- opis, 0 eer ا‎ cards . 
toys have indeèd begun to explore thé; with ex r: 
alent deban for toys among the senior And the HE 0 
tion of society. ١ د‎ roflned and sophisticated building-blo 
ج‎ hı till now been almast SY5lem have .decided that they must pay 
ey 1 a : a of childreh. Those More attention to the requirements of the 
wino went on playing wih their toys after older gonerallon, This firms constructlon 
: 'out-to-work ûge were 1 0 
Considered to be semewhe! lnuature ° possble to bud a working, computer 


2 th (hem. ..:. . , ر‎ 
Playing for adults was restricted to one novilly at this loy fair. li a 
ot Paying WIR model E) pines miniature blineds game. for kldş om 9 
oats had to ve 4 e same company 
hobby" It is also characteristic that ihe 5 0 casino set i abs ûf 
only games that were consldered socially Bortable games for travellera. E 
acceptable were those that involved a Another.game {hat i8 far more likely to 
kind Of coritinuatlon of working life, wit arquse adults than children is ealled.UNO. 
the profit motive looming large, namely 7q thls. game industrialised nations and 
gambling 4š an extentsion. of bargaining jeyeloping countries battle for economic 
: for contracts with a power, prosperity and influence at the 
n 0 ` United Nations, ..* >: 7 
market, But recent 
surveys have shown 
that a change is tak- 


A new material with which it îs possible 
` to paint, model and print ready-made 
` pictures is on exhibition in Nuremberg 
, aml jg. aimed 4ş uh af the Dads and 
0 Sranddads aš the cl E 


f ing plce and adults hildren. 1 
0 ooking for lel “x dults' careful hands are probably 
“tons of their profeg ren’ to handtl 1 


i railway yet prodjced: wif a: ‘scale 
sional life in a slightly 1:220 and a gus Of la 6 rallimelren 
` disguişed Om’  ‘Ttis trend towards oyi Or grownups is 
, Otherwise the madly xrobably more than just a fad, like the 
puzzle garies that are moon-landing craft ‘and educational toys 
on show at Nurem- that have dominated the world of play- 
berg this year would things in reçenf yeats, .".  - - 
glmost certainly be . Experts on this. branch öf the economy 
doomed toeconomk  befieys jt'is just the'atart of something big 
failure. Jigsaw ' and “in: Hdicatiqn -öf - ‘sociological 
puzzles and aimilar change, ;As"the amount of’ leişure and 
Piet, which have : pléasure time avallable increases it seems 
cen popularwithall . nat thé fascination of television is de 
age groups İn Anglo’. orggging... . .' : 
Saxon countries for - -"yery ‘few people seem prepared to 
something like {¥0 spend this time of extra lere in 
hundred years, are 
tending. to . be- 


Continued on page 9 


` Achlld with the latest iri remote-controlled toy cars (Photo: dpa) 
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Important stage 
D THE FAIRS 
EEC-Ameriog " AON 


trade conflio: gourmet’s delight 


he trade conflict between the Buy 


nied Sats pen o mem, at Grüne Woche 


turning polnt, Negotiations have lj 
the first and perhaps decisive result, 
Americans can look to coricessiy Ei:: 
agricultural as their grea test success, 

` Europe has opencd its doors 
wider for their oranges and ا‎ 
and the pressure of competition ¢ 


European grain is also to be slacken; 
somewhat. : A 


attention to the question of libegj foodstuffs items from 43 different coun- 
world trade. tries. ES 
lt is planned to resume i j _ Eighty-six per cent of the visitors to the 
RI 0 ey E fair were there, to try out these tempta- 
namely the virtual removal of gg tions to their palate and one in two of 
duties and trade barriers — in 1973, them tasted some of the products exhibit. 

So far, so good. But the decision j %4 PY the 1,432 firms taking part. 
in Brussels must be given the bles, Berlin also became the international 
the EEC Council of Ministers andi role for as on اا‎ 

overnment in Washington especish affalrs offering them every oppor’ 
Both sides obviously id not sue to gather all the information they re- 
reaching any agreement within the fx qulred as well as to strike up business 
work 0 precedents, tontacts. 5 

And at this point Paris lias stepp! . According to AMK, the company re: 
The French govornment is not satil sponsible for - organising the fai, the 
since it fears that {he European û results of this year’s Grine Woche were 
munity has made too many concei more favourable tlıan ever before. Berlin 
and has not paid enough attention k: proved its value as a safe place for trade 
required mutual nature of irade pl fşirs, as was shown by the large nunıber 
concessions. ofvisitors this year. 

France has not only its own agricul ‘.Four-fifths of the exhibitors who com- 
policy interests in mind, but also peted with each other in the 23 exhibi- 
efforts to hamper the activity of thel tion halls were of the opinion that they 
Commission even further, Never lad aroused direct interest with the 
the French will not torpedo things, Fede they .put on show and offered 

The Americans are just as uly! iO trial sales. 2 
be completely -satisfled, ‘Theyawere., A survey” showgd. ihat 96 .per.cent of 
viously’ Roping for more than ¥.D. E extibiforsıi were;ı'satisfled. with-ıghe 
who negotiated for them | tesults of their participation in the fair 
achieve. As far as the Nixon ai ghd were ready to return to next year's 
iralion is concerned (he main coi Bêrlln Green Week from 26 January to 4 
ration is whether the trnde-policy 4 February 1973, ا‎ 
ations will bo sufficiont to perm , This.year was the eleventh time Grine 
Congress to put its sen of approval # Woche had been officially deşeribed as 
on the dollar devaluation. iematlonal ر‎ 1 od 0 

i i eseription. Agricultural policynıal 
tl may boe, slhee wiih i die wl Bm, Ms epuntry, the BEC 0 other 
currency compromise that was negoli des 9 ere cs Ube 
so painstakingly at iho end of iastj EWsion lamps and press publicity. 
will be undermined, ,, . „The overriding motto of the fair Was 
` Fleina-Peter Gf “Probleren geht Uber stidieren” (Don't 
{Vorwarts, 10 Februar! study it, eat 1t1). Scarcely any of the VIPs 
0 in Berlin was content just to say his piece. 
Thete were products to be tried out. 
; Berlin's dairy trade alone managed to 
jell !30,0Q0 samples of whipped cream, 


i ES 


provided by ‘the negotiations in Bil 
or’ trade’ agreemenls with the 


because they had been negotiated. 
Commission and this. might 
precedent by which the powers 
Commission could be chopped. 
But commonsense won the -d 
France gave its approval; even tê 
still had a few .reservations. A joi 
policy is-only possible if it is 
out by ons of the. Community 5 
And for this purpose the 
ever-ready, If the Commission i8 
given ‘the go-by itis. essential. f‘ 
Council of. Ministers to create : 
insitution for this purpose, But eve 
the same old problems of the scope 2 
body’s power would erOp UP: 
As. far as practical working cof 
in. the BEC. are ‘concerned a cla 
of the duties and. powers of the E 
Commisslon ‘ls morê imporlant 
other controversies about {he final 
of the EEC and whether thg. setup’ 
become an altiarice of States or a 
less loose conféderation of 
countries, . . i ° : Heinz Pent 
1. < o ‘(Die Welt, 1L Fabeusr¥. 
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Since it will mean starting at"a greater 

rate than in the past it will not be long 

before the present record level has been 
reached. 

It would then no longer be possible to 
return to the two to three per cent per 
annum that was until recently considered 
self-evident as the average level of price 
increases in an economic cycle fron the 
upward climb to a boom to the down- 
ward slide to decreased economic acti- 
vity. 

And when this has become more or less 
the custom it means that the old moral 
considerations which up till recent times 
Ê a brake on massive price increases will 

lave been swept away. 

It will then become standard practice 
for all contracts that are concluded to 
make provision for the price rises to come 
or to ensure against them with appro- 

rlate sliding claiıses, As soon as people 

Ye come to expect massive price in- 

creases it is certain that these will then 
come, 
. This is of course all well known to Karl 
Schiller and he must be applauded for 
prizing price stability — whatever that 
might mean — highly. If the case were 
otherwise then there is no doubt that he 
would have sounded the starting pistol 
for a new race towards an economic 
boom long ago. This would bo as self 
evident as the rising of to sun if it were 
not for the wild increase in prices that is 
affecting West Germany today. But tho 
decision is lıaving to be postponed, It 
should not be forgotten, however, tliat 
the mere announcement of economic 
measures is as good as the implementat- 
ion of them since it confirms prognosti- 
cations that have already been made by 
industry. 

If it is known that there is only a brief 
difficult period to be negotiated it is 
els to be lavish with price increases, 

0 we canı understand how the motor 
trade is able to push up its prices now al a 
time when the firms are having to cut 
back their productivity because of .decljn- 
Ing sale. ٠ 

The motlo fs: raise prices now and 
suffer a further slump in sales — econo- 
mic policies will soon be taking care of 
things. 

Clearly the 1 is going la come 
out of the doldrums this year, Prices will 
not rise so steeply at first, but when the 
boom comos they will take off from an 
even lıigher launching pad lhan bofore, 
This js all the precedent that is needed for 
years of inflationary price rises, 


Harts Jilrgens 


: (Deutsches Allgemeines 
Sonntagsblait, 6 February 1972) 


` EEC Commission must be 


Wi THE ECONOMY 


Economic report hints 
at economic boost 


spiral is, as I have sald, still so serious that 

a further cooling off of the economy 

might be considered more appropriate 

than giving it a boost. 

On the other hand we are on the edge 
of recession, The development is such 
that a temporary slight cutback in overall 
productivity cannot be ruled out. This is 
an extraordinarily unpleasant situation. 

The state of prices demands that 
economists keep their foot on the brake 
while the situation with regard to pro- 
ductivity and employment requires acce- 
leration. This is the dilemma that per- 
meates this year’s economic report. 

Ûrı the one hand it announces methods 
of stimulation, on the other hand there is 
a warning that we are running the risk of 
continued price increases at an intolerable 
level, - 2 1: 

In fact 1972 will see a problem that 
could greatly affect further loug-terın 
development when it comes to a head by 
the way in which it is resolved — or not, 
Following the last boom which brought 
an almighty increase to rising prices the 
question was raised whether it would be 

possible to cut back price rises to the 
previous level during the phase in which 
the ecorıomy cooled off again, 

Experts qılickly agreed that for this to 
come about a far-reaching and long-drawn 
out cooling off of the economy or even a 
recession would be necessary. It is of 
course a moot point whether a decrease 
in the level of price-rises is worth such a 
sacrifice. But in the economic stabilisat- 
jon legislation it is stated that both alms 
are to be given the şame amount of 
attention. 

If it is now decided thai the economy 
should be given a boost this means that a 
decislon has been taken. in advance 
affecting the level of employment and 
price stability. For then there would be 
no furthor opportunity of escaping from 
the high level of price increases that had 
been reached for more than a short 
period. 

lt may well ba that for a certalı time it 
will be possible to bring down the rate of 
price increases to some extent, but whon 
the next boom comes — as in any boom 
— there will be another increase in tempo. 


granted effective powers 


. În practice, however, it has turned out 
that the Council of Ministers, being a 
body that:is not constantly convened has 
developed few new ideas of ifs own and 
the decisions it has taken often require.a 
lot if they are.to be put into practice, 
European Commission, on. the 
other hand, particularly in. the.early:days 
when the ` EEC: was being built .up, has 
roved itself to be a matter-of-fact, 
rd-working body that has shown a good 
deal of initiative in using its right to put 
forward suggestions, . : 
;.Ît was thanks to. the Commission that 
bréakdown of customs barriers within 
the Six: and the creation of a standardised 


,customs level in dealings with tha outside 


world was. introduced with. the utmost 
alacrity and the first . Successful steps 
towards economic integration were taken. 
Similar hard wotk and-at least as much 
initiative: ‘are required if : the. enl 
Community is tO grow’ closer together 
and the joint forèlgn trade ‘policies are to 
be.carried through without &hitch, .- 
A good testbed of the :chaaces was 


that the European Commission was getting 
too big for ,its boots and taking too 
many .independent steps, For geven 
months the French; practised the “ernpty 
chair” polloy, almost orippling the EEC, . 
.. The attitude of Georges Pompidou to 
the Commission ı is not vastly (ifferent 
from that of de Gaulle! ‘He, too, is 
opposed to a central body that has a 
supranational role 1o play, since hé wani 
to avoid anything that might detract from 
ithe national interests of his country, 
„ From’ thie ' legal point of view ' the 
statutes of tho 'EEC treaty state that the 
Council is the most Important body in 
ihe Community; a body consisting of 
ministers from member tountries. 1 
As is stated in ‘footnete-to the Rome 
Treaties “it represents the federal prin- 
‘eiplé and through 1t the goverrments-of 
ithe membêr' States’ exercise théir ilegis- 
lative anil’ skeotitive powers . , . ‘The 
strong Posltiofi that is. granted tö' the 
Council of Ministers delegates savereign 
powert: over ‘the Community to the 
goverment”. . . i 


I t was only a legally appointed deadline 

that forced Economic Affairs and 

Finance Minister Professor Karl Schiller 

to state recently what he is thinking of 
doing in the imıtnedlate future with regard 
to industrial and economic policies, 

January every year the Bundastag ex- 
pects to hear the economic policy pro 
gramme for the coming year. This is 
known as the annual economic report. 

Jf this were not the case it is sure that 
Kar! Schiller would not have chosen to 
carry out such a burdensome duly at such 
a point in time, For no one is yet in any 
position to say that there are already 
signs of a slowdown in the Pe spiral 
which would be a valid signal for taking 
steps ta give the economy a boost, 

But what else could be expected from 
an economic programme Lo be announced 
af the present juncture than a boost to 
the economy, since we are sllding danger- 
ously close io an economic recession? 

In fact the’ annual econonılc report 
canflms what has been going the rounds 
in rumour farm for some time before, 
This year the State's contingency budget 
will come into force in the spring and the 
tax surcharge will be repaid in the 
surnmer. Both together involve about ten 
milliard Marks, 

This sounds a more massive figure than 
it really is, Sums such as this should be 
measured agalnst the gross national PIO» 
duct, that is to say the value of this 
country's industrial productivity. In 1971 
this was more than 750 milliard Marks, 
So these ten milliard Marks are not even 
onıe-and-a-half per cent of the GNP, . 

But of course it is hoped that by paying 
out this sum the economy will be given 
an initial booster. If there is greater 
government spending, for instance a morê 
ambitious building programme, and the 

consumer slaokens his purse-strings as 
well, for instance on cars, then the level 
of employment will rise, 

Increased employment means higher 
income and a boost to demand etcetera, It 
is only such consequences of the applica- 
tion of this ten milliard Marks when it 1s 
Punped into the economy hat make it into 
a şizable sum. 0 

But at the moment Professor Schiller 
has qulte different worries. The pricê 


e futures of the European Economic 
Community depends largely on ‘the 
ability of its central executive organ, tha 
European Commisslon, to . function cor» 
rectly, . ا‎ 5 
For the ‘forthcoming expansion of the 
Common ‘Market to include four new 
countrieş will involve many. new. tasks, 
One has only to consider the essential 
amendments to, the agricultural market 
regulations and . the preparation of the 
econontlc and monetary union, not for 
gix countries: now, buf for .ten. In this 
setup the coordination of economic polic- 
0 is n to be harder than it wag in 
PER O e a 
In addition .to this from the beginnin: 
of next ıyear..all. trade agreements Wit 
outside countries are to be-made by the 
Community as a. whole; .it-will: no longer 
bo .permissible for individual EEC. caun- 
trles.to conclude such agreements solo, : 
: . Jobs :such. 43 this can only be carried 
out. by a:body that is well prepared.for 
making... decisions . and ig operating 


;, Smoothly. ‘The, French government on the 
. Other hand wants to cut back the powers 


ofthe European Commission . .;: 
, The most serious orials that ever affect. 


: ed the. EEÇ. happened .on Commission 


territory, General dê Gaulle Ht the fuse. 
on f July-1965 because-Pafis considered. 


Water resources 
should be cared 


for more 


SiüiaadeutscheZeitung 


M ice appear to be having the time of 
their lives this year, Instead of 
drowning in rain and slush as mosl of 
them do at this time of the year they 
seem carelessly to be increasing in nuni- 
ber, according to the Bavarian Farmers 
Association. 

In many parts of the country there has 
been next to no rainfall since last summer 
and mice seem fo be deriving more 
benefit from the fact than men. 

1n Kempten motorists are having to 
forgo the Sunday wash and brush-up of 
their cars and in Banıberg too, another 
drought-prone area, water shortages are in 
the offing. . 

These are, admittedly, only isolated 
instances but they do serve to underscore 
the extent to which Man is dependent on 
water, 

Last autumn the water table n many 
parts of the country had already reached 
minimum levels, according to the Federal 
Waterways Research Institute. 

The trend has continued and most 
reservoirs are now also virtually empty. 
Even if rainfall is to retum to normal over 
the next few nıonths there will remain anı 
initial shortage. 

The shortage wlll offect not only the 
farming conimunity but also supplies of 
drinking-water. Industrial consumers are 
not so hard-hit since they mostly use river 
water and the water-level of rivers returns 
to normal after only a day or two of rait, 

Yet with so little snow In the moun« 
tains ‘the spring and suınmer floods will 
be conspicuous by thelr absence and if 
there is nol much rainfall eilher river 
water will also prove problematic, 

Tlie last major water shortage in this 
country was in 1964, the pundits recol- 
lect, but the drought was not calastro- 
phic. This time there could be cata 
strophic consequences for local author- 
itles that Just averted catastrophe last 
time but have since neglected to lcrease 
their water rosources yet increased in 
population and probably taken on more 
.induslry as well. 

Munich waterworks, for instance, as yet 
unable to draw on the reserves of one 
major reservoir, are worried {hat {here 
might ‘be a considerable water shoriage 
durihg the Olympics this simmer — 
assuming the dry spell continues, that is, 

People are 'not going to go thirsty but 
they may have to 'go short, Even in 
Centra] Europe, which can boast plentiful 
supplies of water, there are limits to the 
amount ‘of indüstry a region can accome 
modate that relate to water reserves, 

The manufactire of a ton of PAper, 
for instance, is reckonêd {o “cost” same 
200 'cubic' mètres {roughly 50,000 gal- 
long) of water. Latge' power statlans use 
anything up to several million cubic 
e of water daily.  '' م‎ 

` Resources ate ho longer unlimited. The 
Rhine, for instance, cannot be used a8 a 
` source of cooling water for yet another 
power station. 0 . 

We’ cani no longer afford (o cover'the 
country With concrete, asphalting fifty 
. hectares (125 acres) of woods and fields a 
day. Quite apart: from any other conse- 
quences this is land: that used to filter off 
water for the water table.  :’. 

Ih West Berlin, - far instance, where 
sixty per cent of the city's surface atea 1s 
built 'up, the level’ of the water. table falls 
` by a steady two to eight inches a year: 

` Wê can no longer’ afford to give away 
water, as It were, for 'a' few pfennigs & 
cubic metre: Resources are nat unlimited 
and we must stop behaving as 'though 
they were. - ': ' : Martîn Urba 

`; (Soddoutsckis Zeitung, 14 February 1972) 
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manufacturers from producing net only 
relatively quiet water-cooled engines but 
also noisy air-cooled four-cylinder en- 
gines, thundering diesels and the two- 
wheelers driven at breakneck speeds by 
speed-crazed youngsters. 

At a speclalist conference on road 
traffic noise one expert readily admitted 
that there are any number of practical 
proposals for the construction of quieter 
engines but that so far next to nothing 
has been done. 

Mandatory limits are so generous that 
manufacturers hardly need bother, As in 
so many cases compulsory measures-have 
to be undertaken before common sense 
prevalls. 

Statistical details are listed by S, Nagel 
in an article in Umwelt, the ecological 
journal, entitled “Noise on the Roads.” 

The Federal government’s town and 
country planning regulations specify ari 
upper tıoise level of ARLy decibels during 
the day and 35 decibels at night in 
residential areas, In Sweden, by way of 
comparison, the mandatory Himits are 35 
and 25 decibels respectively. 

Measurements taken on a Dlisseldorf 
main road in 1965 a couple of feet away 
from ground-floor windows revealed an 
average noise level of between 72 and 79 
decibels and an average maximuın of 
belween 79 and 84 decibels, 

‘These figures are seven years old, In the 
meaiıtime the noise level is bound to have 
increased by a decibel or two, 

Conventional windows, as opposed to 
special insulation, reduce noise levels by 
between ten and twenty decibels, Yet this 
is a state of affairs that has been 
neglected both İn town and traffic plan- 
nin 

ke realisation that cities and towns aro 
for living in rather than for driving 
around in seems to be taking an un- 
conscionably long time to sink in. 

Yet as long as private cars benefit from 
tax concessions, publlc transport is less 
publi transport authorities charge Un’ 
avourable fares and operate inconvenient 
timetables and the car continues {obe a 
status symbol the motor industry and ils 
lobby will continue to have the upper 
hand, Unless, that is, a miracle wore to 
happen and designers were suddonly to 
recall that they are well able to design 
quleter cars, Heinrich Apertf/PANM 

(Frankfurler Rundsolau, 15 February 1972) 
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Legislators face traffic 
noise dilemma 


being told. 

Drastic measures such as are belng 
resorted to in Switzerland need not even 
be taken. Switzerland has no motor 
industry of its own to take into account, 
so it can afford them. 

What (he Swiss have done is to ban ali 
night driving for vehicles with a legal 
maximum weight limit of five tons and 
over with the exception of the fire 
brigade and tlıe ambulance service. 

Despite fears to the contrary the Swiss 
economy has not gone into a nosedive as 
a result either. If nothing else the 
authorities in this country could certainly 
take a leaf out of the Swiss book in 
respect of the rigour with wlıich specially 
equipped Swiss police patrols enforce the 
regulations. 

In Switzerland offenders stand to forfeit 
not only their vehicle log books but also 
their driving licences, and that in a 
country renowned for its democracy. 
Indeed, the appropriate legislation was 
introduced on the strength of a referen- 
dum. 

In this country measures affecting 
traffic are for the most part permitted 
only to enforce road safety and keep 
traffic on tho move. Law enforcement for 
purposes of noise abatement is an ا‎ 
tion that only occurs in the case of really 

‘““gGHIOUS OFFENOSS 0 o ue u as 

The law as it applies to motor nıanu- 
facturers in this country stipulates nıerely 
that engine nolse may ıiot exceod the 
level that can reasonably be expeeted in 
view of teclınological developments at the 
time in question. 

As a result there is nothing to stop 


raffic forecasts for the next ten or 
twenty years almost invarlably talk in 
terms of anl increase in the number of 
vehicles on the road but they make no 
mention of the increase in noise involved, 

If the motor car continues to be given 
preferential treatment and parliament 
continues to do anything rather than 
upset ‘ihe motor sty promises of 
making fawn and country fit to live in are 
destined tö Te ™#ë¬ unfulfilled. 

A good halt r the population of city 
centres and many suburban areas liye and 
work urıder the strain of so much traffic 
noise that specialists whose opinion can 
be taken at face value agree there is a 
genuine health hazard involved. 

Even with trafflc density on the in- 
crease this need not necessarily be the 


Continued from page 7 


complete idleness. An occupation for the 
hours away from work is essential for 
most people. 

For many reasons, too, the attitude 
towards achievement and productivity is 
changing. Status symbols as.a proof of 
success are becoming less inıportant than, 
they were in the past, More and more 
people are coming to realise tlıat activity 
without any tangible end product, that is 
to say: plav in its purest sense, is of 
importance. Many people feel genuinely 
better after a perlod of unproductive 
activity,., . ا‎ : 
And the danger that toys could become 


ڕكاatus‎ symbols shoyld.not he overlooked. 
When sports. cars begin. io, pl .peaple 


‘may show. off complicated and ex- 
ensive toys to their friends and , col- 
eagucs, When fun and play becomes a 
part of the desire for status synıbols it 
ceases to be fun, ceases to be ay 
Rudolf Grofkopff 


(Die Welt, 9 February J972) 


Air pollution is a severe 
' ‘threat to trees and shrubs 


from sunlight, carbon dioxide and water 
researchers ‘have gone into this point in 
closer detail and discovered that when. (he 
concentration of. sulphur dioxide reaclies 
a certain level nol enough carbon dioxide 
is processed by the cells responsible for 
photosynthesis. 

` Further experiments indicate that the 
crucial enzyme, a protein that come 
pounds carbon dioxide and converts it 


` into organic foods, becomes confused, 


possibly by the molecular similarity of 
sulphur and carbon dioxide. The process 
of photosynthesis certainly pretty well 
grinds to a halt, 

. Lichen, which respond more sensitively 


„than any other plant species to at- 


mospheric pollution bécause they contain 
such a limited amount of chlorophyll and 
are capable of storing large amounts of 
atmospheric substances, cease photo- 


synthesizing after three days of high-level 
Iphur dioxide pollution, 1 
Where lichen stops growing there is 


almost ;invariably .a high concentratiqn' of 
‘sulphur dioxide in the air; It is probably a 
clearer indicator of the extent to which 
the environment is ‘in danger than the 
‘majority of measuring devices. 4 
E , Christa Steuer 
(Der Tageaspfegel, 12 Februsty 1972) 


Conclusive evidence j8 not yet available 
but.it looks as.though sulphur dioxide is 
as-harımful to vegetation as it is to homo 
şaplens. : a 

În the course of a year a large tree is 
çapable öf counteracting some twelve 
kilos of sulphur dioxide. Within the leaves 
small concentrations of SO» are initially 
Incorporated into the cellular metabol- 
i 


With the ald of radioketivé. triste’ THis’ 
sulphur ,dioxide’s progress around the. 


organism can be followed, - : 
art of tlıe sulphur dioxide is converted 
into sulphate, a form In which plants take 


sulphur’ from the soll in any case. It is, 


subsequently used in the compounding of 


such vital substances as amino acids and . 


protein. 1 چ‎ ١ 
Paradoxical though. It may sound, 4 
moderate concentration. of sulphur 
dioxide in the air canı serve to boost yield, 
Small doses evidently : function 4s & 
fertiliser: ا‎ 
As soon as plants such as spinach. or 
tobacco are subjected to g' greater concen” 
tration of sulphuric gas tlıan they ‘can, a28 


1t were, stomach the trouble starts:.The. 


leaves wither. and lose chlorophyll. 


Since chlorophyll is aerucial factor in ° 
(heals .of organic substances 4 


the photosyn! 


1 the course of a season 'orie large tree 
can shsorb the lead content of 130 
litres of petrol from the atmosphere and 
render it harmless by converting it into 
lead phosphate. This by-product 1s Ii- 
soluble in water and is stored in the body 


‘of the tree, where it can cause animal life 


no further damage and leaves the tree 
unscathed too. 

Large concentrations of lead can harm 
plants; though, particularly whén they 
of phosphates. Sur- 
plus lead affects their metabolism some- 
0 or other and the leaves wither and 


. ` The’ sltuatlon is a good deal more 


complicated as regards sulphur dioxide, 
which . is liberated wherever coal and 
Petroleum are burnt. Five ilon tons of 
wiphur dioxide are pumped into the 
almosphere every year in this country. . 
On amoRey days in Frankfurt the 
concentration of sulphur dioxide in the 
atmosphere reaches a level of between 0.3 
and 0,55 parts per million, Over longer 
periods a concentration of 0.14 parts per 
oR is considered tO be.the permissible 
Plan physiologist Professor . Hubert 
Zlegler is currently engaged in research at 
the department of botany , at Munich 
Univérsity.of Technology. ith the finan- 
.cial assistance of the Federal Republic 
Research Association he is. probing the 
effect of lead and sul hur, dioxide on the 
€ life, 2 
Professor Ziegler tends to feel that the 
danger level for sulphur dioxide is rough- 
Jy the sime for both plants and animals: 


' ‘suffer from short: 


„. Cellular structure of pl 


eee 
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Opel introduc 
new Rekord 
models 


Wir a total production figut 
date of more than four and al 


million the Opel Rekord is Eurape'sa 
successful car in the mediuni-price fr 
saloon range. The last version, intro 
in 1966, has run to 1 ,f4O0,000 units. 

The introduction of a new versin 
Opel of Rilsselshein is worthy of not 
the strength of its predecessors i 
performance alone. 

In terms of engineering (he Rd 
Mark II would appear to be a chip of 
old block and the range of e4 
available has not changed either. 

There are three shart-stroke fowyk 
der engines to choose front, two 1% 

"afld’a'[.9lttre'verston: " sm 
'"Tho 147-litre engine uns ûr 
grade fuel and develops 66 horse Pp 
jist as It used to, The 1.7-lilre of 
using super grude (levelops 83 k 
power (us ugainst the present 75) arl! 
1.9-litre verslon develops 97 forse pi 
und is capable of a genuine 100 mph. 

To look al, the Rekord has undef 
drastic changes, The sturdy but une 
native American has developed iit 
model with International flair, 

This applles in equul measure te 
iwo- and four-door versions and 
coupés which can definitively be ciate 
a four-seater, 1 
, The new Rekord is a sporting Erf 
in more than mere outward appeal. 
Considerable alterations have bee # 
to the chassis, too, though Wil 


altogether abandoning the original 4 ; 


concept. 


At the wheel it is inmediately ap 
that the changes have been e 
Directional stability, even during # 
gency braking, has been imıprofed # 
great extent, as has road-holij’ 
corners. 8 

The same is true of suspensié 
shock absorption, though the Rekodf : 
has a long way to go before. È 
compete with French cars of the. 
class in ease of suspension. 

Built-in safety has also been imp 
{o no small extent in the new Re 
The bodywork is specially 
vave fn at çertaii points and part 


` pany with.certain components whe 


crunch comes, ا‎ 
„`. Range has been increased bı ل‎ 
the tank from-55 to 70 ilres and e 


versions of the Rekord can be said 1! 
an improvement predecess 
every respect, ile 


Unfortunately the improvements. # 
in this countiy is be 


(Die Zeit, 4 Feb : 


1 


. money -and 5 1 
n ا‎ the prices have also incre 
„. 9,285 and 10,795 Marks. 
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for any other reasons, that was to be of 
major importance. 

“Might even build a few cars,” he ruled, 
and the 917 Volkswagens built in 1945 
for the British were tle first ever to leave 
the works, which until then had manufac- 
tured service vehicles only. Soon the idea 
of rapping the works had been com- 
pletely forgotten. 

The rise of the Beetle to international 
success is inseparably linked with the 
name of Professor Heinrich Nordhoff, an 
impassioned car-maker from General Mo- 
tors who set up automobile production re- 
cords that no one would have {hought 
conceivable within a few years. 


The millionth Beetle to run off the 
assembly lines on 5 August 1955 was the 
occasion for festivities all over Wolfsburg, 

Subsequent millions were registered 
with self-confident reserve, Volkswagen 
having meanwhilo become tlie largest 
motor manufacturer in Europe and this 
country’s major exporter, The Beetle was 

Seale Heml 

The Beetle is a classleks car like..no 
other, It las survived (three decados as a 
technological evergreen, outliving dozens 
of models designed to oust it rom its 
spot in the sales charts, 

The Wolfsburg design engineers realisocl 
where Henry Ford made his mistake. A 
model cannot be allowed to age no 
matter how Inspired the (lesign 1s, 

Over Lhe years every single companent 
of the Beetle, with (wo minor exceptions, 
has beeri altered. Many of the 5,000 paris 
have ndorgone changes since 1948, . 

Volkswagen! now lave a payroll of 
124,800 in this country and ovor the 
world as a whole more than a million 
people earn a living from the products of 
Volkswagen of Wolfsburg, 

: Helnuth Schmidt 

(Kieler Nachrichten, 12 February 1972)‏ و 


„. at homein 140 çounirles, . ,, 


E 


The rew Opşl Rekord I. 


In 1927, when the Tin Lizzie was 
finally serapped because demand had 
dwindled as other cars Improved In 
design, Henry Ford had motorised an 
entire continent. Other firms with techni- 
cally better models were even manufac- 
turing more cars than he was. 


It was one of the ironies of fate that 
the British of all people were responsible 
for the manufacture of the first regular 
Volkswagen, the car Hitler had promised 
the German people, 

Nineteen years after the demise of the 
Tin Lizzie Major Hirst, the British control 
officer, took over the Volkswagen works, 
two thirds of which were in ruins as a 
result of wartime bombing, 


The gigantic Industrlal complex In- 
tended by the Nazis to manufacture a 
990-Mark car for the German general 
public could have been serapped and 
dismantled in 1945 but Major Bist came 
to like the Porsche design and reached a 
decision, maybe nıore for sporting than 


` ` Pay now, strap later" 


During debate oıı the Garbage Removal 

Bill the Bundestag home alfa coınmit. 
tee called on the Ministry of tho Interlor 
lo produce by .the end of the year a 
detailed report on tho ways and means of 
economically dealing with old cars and 
tyres in other countries, ' 
1 necossary, the committee felt con. 
sideration ought ‘to be given to the 
possibility of charging car-owners who 
will at some stage be responsible for a 
motor vehicle needing scrapping. . 

In other words, buyers-of new cars may 
have to pay İn advance for a fitting burial 
of their gleaming four-whetled pet. 

[ Hannes Scholten 

(Kilner Stadt-Anzeiger, 11 February 1972) 
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: old car to ts original . 
, COmiponents in a matter of O : 


Wl AUTOMOBILES 


Beetle ousts 
Tin Lizzie 


A queen in the history of motoring has 

been dethroned. At a juncture when 
economic trends are chilly for the motor 
industry in general and Volkswagen in 
particular Wolfsburg, the home town of 
the Volkswagen, has a unique reason (o 
celebrate, 

On 17 February the Volkswagen Beetle 
bettered the legendary production record 
of tlle Mode! T Ford, America's Tin 
Lizzie, 

In the 45 years that have elapsed since 
1927 no motor martufacturer anywhere 
in the world has come remotely near 
producing more than 15,007,033 units of 
a shıgle car. 

The 15,007,034th VW Beetle ran gaily 
decorated off the assembly lines to take 
over as the most popular motor car of all 
time and is likely to remain at tle top for 
a long period. 

Henry Ford was the man who taught 
mankind the rudiments of motorisation. 
His Mode! T, first manufactured in 1908, 
introduced entirely new principles into 
motor manufacture, 
| Ford's plant was the first to introduce 

assembly-line production. He transformed 
a luxury mode of transport for the rich 
into a vehicle for the general public, 
‘Have your own car,” his slogan ran, a 
sales line for the world's first Volkswa. 

gen, as İt were. 
Stifflegged Tin Lizzles carted vege. 

tables to market, lumbered across the 

Prairies, did duty as the first police patrol 


., car and drove the family off for a picnic 


` over thê weekend, 


otorists may in future have to pay 
for the scrapping of their cars in 
advance — as part of the purcliase price. 
The Bundestag home affairs committee 
has come up with the proposal should it 


„ prove impossible to deal with abandoned 


cars in a less expensive manner. 

. This year alone more than a million 
motor vehicles are due for the junk yard 
in this country, A million cars parked 
nose. to tail would flll all four lanes of the 
autobahn from Hamburg to Munich, 

The home affairs committee has now 
called. on the Federal government to 
ensure. (hat serap. cars are .dealt . with 
A i 
. More. often than not cars are abandon. 
edl, at the. side of the road after their 
owners haye taken the, trouble of filing 
away the engine and chassis numbers. 


fuge after trying in vain to interest sora 
dealers in their old cars but the net result 
is that parking space, valuably needed at 
ا‎ times, 0 squandered and 
ice ofticers Waste their time tryi 
track down the offenders, 8 
Serap dealers are no longer making 
money out of old cars anyway, One Bonn 
dealer lamented that scrap metal prices 
arê On the decline, wages on the Increase 
and no one is interested in the stiff any 


longer, ' . 
: e “st” ‘is, of no interest to the 


motof indstry because it contains rem- 
nants of upholstery and splinters of glass, 


Usable waste products can only be 
provided’. by i redder, of which there 
are as yet only three in the country, ` 


yji ey, arê ‘located in Bismen; ,Essen'aid 
Nureraberg;, ‘cst ' three million. mat 
apléte and shrêd an 1 


. More 'şfiredtderg' dre soori to. bé built, 


ealéts feel: stire the new ‘plan 
E 


a 


: „, They may have resorted to this subter 


` fielding one'in Cdlogne; and Dusseldor} 
„ Sra 


(I'hoto: Karaloy) 


Art of the thirties exhibited 


Rosenquist’s Capillary action paintad in 1962 
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in Wuppertal 


New technological possibilities caught 
up architecture in Lheir wake and con- 
sumer goods came lo lake on shapes 
and forms suggested by {he materials, 
These forıns were slıown in the maniı- 
facture of objects, even purely utili larian 
objects such as pottery, glasses, dinner 
services and cutlery, all of which lad 
“timeless” forms and were not subjected 
to any of lhe dictates of fashion. 

At this exhibition we can see that vina 
atıd glassware designs by such us Trude 
Petri, Adolf Loos and Richard SUssnıuth 
are still being produced, which shows how 
modern and forward-thinking the designs 
of the 1930s were. 

Obviously in seçtors where technolo 
has progressed by leaps ard bounds, such 
ns motor manufucture, (he designs for 
bodywork of the 1930s lug far behind lhe 
present-day styles, 

Even Waller Gropius enjoyed deslgning 
var bodywork for the Adler Factory. 

Furniture is n different matter. *Mod- 
ern” sleel tubing nnd plywood construc- 
tion for furniture was being introduced 
consistently at llis time. The Wuppertal 
exhibilion underlines how this progressive 
furniture of the thirties varies little from 
standard designs of todlay. 

Bul it was architecture that most 
clearly took the step into the world of 
modernity iri the thirties, Steel franıe- 
works and reinforced concrete were the 
major developments that can be put 
down to architocture in the 1930s, 

This included the exclusive kind of 
architocture designed to be shown at lhe 
great international exhibitions where it 
wps meant:to stand out, as well as private 
building and status-symbol architecture. 
And the thirties saw the beginning of the 
“little boxes” style of architecture which 
attempted to house as many people as 

ossible in little flats with balconies in 

Tont of thelr living room. 

. The Wuppertal exhibition also gives 
over a section to the advertising posters 
of the 1930s. The greatest Innovation 
characteristic of this time is the blending 
of picture and slogan, which was used to 
parlicularly great effect in the agitation 
posters of the Weimar Republic and of 
revolutionary Russia. 

In all spheres, however, geometry had 
got a grip on aesthelic awareness, It is 
particularly the application of geometry 
in painting that has aged the fastest in the 
past forty years, But on the other hand in 
the human-symbol pictures by Oskar 
Schlemmer with geometric mechanical 
men are perhaps most clearly still sym- 
balically pertinent to our day. ٠ 

Wolfgang Stauch yon Quitzow 
(Lûbecker Nachrichten, 8 February 1972) 


M e style changes in the various art 
orms have the power to survive 
eyen brutal and dictatorial interludes In 
the history of a country. Emancipated 
new ideas may be temporarily suppressed 
by the régime, but they will never be 
killed off completely. 

This fact which can probably be put 
down to the genetics” of art is proved 
most easily in West Germany by reterence 
to those art forms that emerged in tlie 
mid-twenties, began to develop in the 
early thirties and were cut off in their 
prime in 1933. 

But the (welve years of “grqssdeut- 
sche" culture only interrupted these new 
urt forms and styles — they were not able 
to eradicate’ thém completely. 

Proof of this thesis has {ately been 

rovidecl by the Von der Heydt Gallery in 

pertal wifh Its broadly based ex- 
0 0 entitled Um 1930 (Around 
1930). 


WK is au exhibition of the pictures, 
architecture and tools of the late twenties 
and early thirlies, which works ftom lhis 
basis and creates links between tlıis 
period and the evonts in art, archilecturo 
and photography in our day. 

Looking back now we can see that 
around the mid-twenties a remarkable 
inroad was made into the aosthetics of 
this century, Expressionism and Cubism 
had played out their pivotal role and thé 
“new rationality” was coming to the fore, 
Soon this dominated the sense of form of 
this period. ' 
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Wl THINGS SEEN 


James Rosenquist works 
on exhibition at Cologne 


DER TAGESSPIEGEL 


the whole Rosequist, the poster-like super 
mural, the super-Technicolor, the terroris- 
ing montage of fragments of pictures like 
flashlight photographs harsl and fast. 

Of the 51 pieces of this colossal work 
one is missing from Cologne. Its owner, 
collector Robert Scull who runs New 
York's largest taxi fleet, has retained it in 
his country house. 


The pathetic appeal of these icons of 
pop culture has long since given way to 
the sober observation of neo-Realism and 
the astounding effect achieved in the 
early days has given way to recognition of 
a big bluff. With ninety exponents gather- 
ed together Rosenquist’s pompous pic- 
torial gestures slırink in significance to 
become scarcely valid signs. 

For example I irıclude among these the 
iridescent Flamingo Capsule, an environ- 
mental painting associuted with the com- 
plexes of space travel reflected in metal 
foil panels to the right and left. Here 
Rosenquist’s genius with colour bubbles 
over: “Painting is a great laugh. I hope 
eternity is brightly coloured." 

Brightly coloured oblivion — is that 
after all (he quintessence of what Rosen- 
quist himself once called “visual infla- 
tion?" 

His is the principle of, permanent 
montage of noodles and cars, a woman's 
head and a duck’s neck, sandwich and 
sun. ‘It' Is' Pop-Surrealism ı witl» futuristic 
chaos, realistic detalls and dadalstlo titles 
and today we can see the limits and 
weaknesses of it all, 

lt may well be (hat Rosenquist lıinmsell’ 
sensed this, He said recently: “Tm no 
longer so interested in painling as I was." 
He intends to turn his altention to 
filming. 

This exhibition. in Cologne will not be 
appeuring anywhere else iı Europe and 
will only later be moving on to America. 
The results of Rosenduist’s latest ideas 
wero not on show in Cologne, but one of 
his latest creations was in the Kunsthalle 
stairwell, with coloured neon tubes and 
scarecrow like fluttering aluminium foil, 
entitled Aurora Borealis. Peter Sager 


(Der Tagesspiegel, 10 February 1972) 


Walter Groplus’ design for a car body for the Adler works 
E. 8 (Photo: Katalog) 


۴ all began with salami. With waggon- 
wheel sized adverts for sausages on 
Coney Island, with gigantic whisky 
bottles in Brooklyn, with garage adver- 
tisements and witb the ten foot high head 
of Kirk Douglas on Broadway. 


James Rosenquist was a billboard paint- 
er, What he put on the facades of houses 
in New York was “popular” and what he 
transposed on ’ tq „canvas was “Pop”, 
Popart at first sight zı. least, 

He has never denied a naive fascination 
with the world of consumers and advertis- 
ing. This is a suggestion he made again 
and again in his suggestive paintings. 

But at the same time this canvas 
facades are permeated with the streaks of 
a painter’s reflection alienating objects 
and observers, unsettling them, attacking 
them. A summary of his work is being 
exhibited by the Waliraf-Richartz 
Museum at Cologne’s Kunsthalle in early 
March, 


Images of the big city have penetrated 
into Rosenquist’s work with vlolence and 
it is with violence that they come pouring 
out of him and shatter in large pictures, 

F 111 is the little of the largest, named 
after the controversial American fighter 
plane. The picture is 26 metres long, two 
metres longer than the actual plane. 


This is like a gigantic frieze from the 
Parthenon handed down to the con- 
temporary temple of art and this con- 
veyor belt of civilisation shows consumer 
goods and items that are supposed to 
make us happy monstrously enlarged on 
ihe metallic bask of destruction, ‘a cake 
with a pennant showing vitamin content, 
car tyres, bulbs, a smiling child under’ a 
halc-drie", an atomic-bomb mushroom 
under a sunshade, bubbles from a skin- 
driver and threads of spaghettllike 
intestines. 


Towering over everything and penetrat- 
ing everything there is the fighter-bomber 
stretching from one edge of the picture to 
the other, This picture, first exhibited by 
Leo Castelli in New York in {965, shows 


Continued from page 10 
dispensable though they have not been 
dispensed with yet. 

The fact that this source of irritation 
could not be concealed by the transfigur- 
ations of music was the real source of 
irritation in the Bremen production, a 
fact presumably not recognised by the 
People who booed. 

The Bremen pyramid party presents a 
lot of entertainment with its pop, comic 
pathos and Handel music. Not all featurês 
are equally as good. Not everything has 
succeeded, 

Bremen took the middle course. Mau- 
` ticlo Kagel went further with his Sfaats- 
eater in Hamburg. He did not only 
question the framework of opera. He also 
turned his attention to its music and 
instruments, : 

But Grüber's production, that left Han- 
del's music untouched, was more than 
enough for the booers in Bremen. 


The last two scenes were only played 
Over tape. The programme waxed lyrical: 
“Caesar and Cleopatra tear open the 
heavens to. arrange their stars as they 

esire. Servants attach wings to their feet. 

del can no longer keep them. It was & 
beautiful evening.” 

Yes, it was a beautiful evening, though 
not for everybody. Kurt Lothar Tank 


(Deutsches Allgemeines 
Sonntagsblatt, 13 February 1972) 
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(Photo: dı 
would have liked to have had Godspeli 
their own theatre. 

Applications for tickets lave cor 
from throughout the Federal Republ 
and even from abroad. The premiere asi 
the following performances were book! 
out wecks in advance despile the nr 
exactly low prices. 

People in Hamburg were not shock 
by the nolorious sex musical Of, (& 
cutta! and neither ure they roused t 
indignation by this "Oberammergau Por 
as a critic descrihed Gouispell ratk 
maliciously, 

Some of the stallowners selling bl 
dogs, flowers and roast almonds unk 
the walls of the church on the kj 
Mönekcbergstrasse hope thai the ack 
Jesus’ role will not follow the examplt 
his predecessos and dive hern opt oF th 
temple. They, liko Norman Fosier, a 
hoping to do goucl business with the hf 
of Golspell. Thomas Wolgast 

(Mûnchner Merkur, 10 Uehruary 19% 


five males and five females — from amon, 
the more than 1,500 applicants. Two o 
ihe actors come from the United States, 
one from the Lebanon, four from Austria 
and thıce from Germany. 


The stage used for Codspell is a simple 
wooden platform, the stage decoration is 
St Petri's altar. The only props are an 
eight-foot high wire fence and two 
wooden blocks made up of planks. 


Foster mainly uses the methods of tlıo 
commedila dell'arte,. Pantomime, gaily- 
coloured patchwork costumes, dancing, 
singing and the music ranging from 
country and western style to jazz are all 
intended to remove any pathos from the 
action. 


Harmburg's theatre bosses are looking 
on at (his spectacle with-nrixcd. foelings.. 
Oni. the sono rhandı.theyrarerıglad tlrat the 
city's image as an intornalional centre of 
the lighler muse is being improved a littlo 
but, on the other hand, many of them 


10 


WS THINGS HEARD 


Jesus musical opens in 


g church 


ciples from all over the world in order to 
overcome Hamburg audiences with a 
wave Of what is probably naive piety. 

Godspell was written in prison. Tebelak 
was arrested during a church service for 
allegedly possessing drugs, or so the story 
goes. Sitting in his prison cell, Tebelak 
decided that all could not be well with 
the world and resolved that people should 
listen to Christ, if only In a musical. 

The unusual success of Godgpell 
Prompted two members of Hamburg’s 

igh clergy to travel to London to see the 
musical for themselves. 

On their return Head Pastor Quast of St 
Michaelis and Pastor von Schlippe of St 
Petri expressed their enthusiasm. Pastor 
Quest recommended that his confir- 
mation classes should see the musical. 

Pastor von Schlipp said, “The musical 
questions the established church but at 
the same time seeks contact with it. 
Something unbelievably human can be 
seen in Codspell despite all its gimmicks 
and exaggeration. There are no problems 
brought up. You suddenly find yourself 
in the middle of an exciting sequence of 
events that is tremendously liberating anc 
Eng 

Von Schlippe suddenly became “West 

Germany's most courageous theatre direç- 
tor" when he placed his church at the 
disposal of the Godspell ensemble, Ham- 
burg's church authorities gave their per- 
mission, 
. ‘Producer Foster and his actors stress 
time and again that Godspell is not a 
product of the Jesus movement such as 
the, musical eis Christ, Superstar. Ine 
stead It is a continuation of the message 
of flower power — Roople must love one 
another and enjoy lite, 

Foster chose the ten young actors —~ 

1 


Hambur 


ome two million people in the United 

Stales, Australia and London have 
already sung its praises. Godspell, along 
with Jesus Qırist Superstar the most 
successful of the so-called Biblicals, has 
now had its first perforınance on the 
European mainland in Hamburg. 

It was also a world prentiere in one 
respect, For the first time ever bisho 
nnd pastors had officially accepted the 
genre of (lie pop musical. Godspell was 
performed within the venerable walls of 
St Petri in the city centre. 

As the church's eight hundred or so 
hard seals will not be enough in the long 
run the show is to move on 23 February 
to Hamburg’s most famous landmark, St 
Michaelis, wllch has far more room. 

American John Michael Tebelak, 24, 
wrote Godspell, taking the text from St 
Matthew's opel literally. The old stories 
about Golgotha and Gethsemane are 
told, though without the earnestness of 
the Oberanımergau Passion Play, as 
44-year-old producer Norman Foster 
stresses, Christ's life and passion is being 
presented more as a fantastic story from 
the promised land, 

“For slmost two thousand years the 
Gospel has been taught and has provoked 
boredom," Foster states. “We tell the 
story of Jesus with a sense of gaiety, 
without 4 raised index finger and without 
a sense of compulsion, We dé" force, 
the audience to believe, We only want 
them to listen to us.” 

Foster worked six weeks on his dis- 


that aro usual elsewhere, including neat 
Hamhurg. 
Grlber explains the plot of the opera 
tho programme. Ilis notes for scene 00 
read: “Tlandel opens his piano, Caesar o 
the field of battlo. This time in Egyf 
Archaeological remains stand around 1 
party decorations. Bverything is, 
History 1s a masked ball and a sod 
event. Baroque art needs a grand subj# 
to develop grand means. It takes Ë 
subjects seriously, plays with them anl 
entertaining. The victorious Caesar inlo® 
cates himself on the blood of the dead. 
waiter wipes up.” 1 
This description alone shows the.m# 
sage of this intelligent and tab oo-breaki 
production — as long as Hiübner é 
Bremen the Bremen theatre will rem 
faithful! to what has become known Ss 
Bremen style. 
Just as Peter Stein's production’ 
Tasso exposed the structure of a : 
ing rise to Goethe’s noble dra 
rûber, with the help of Minks and 
harshly-attacked actors, uses (his pro 
tion of Julius Caesar to show ¥ 
Handel experlenced but omitted ~ 
distress and the misery of his period. 
When the facade of Baroque aft F 
mercilessly destroyed, the intelligent O 
looker will see what is indestructible 
what is dispensable. 
Handel's music remains indestueth* 
or at least undestroyed right up 1O ق‎ 
very day. Oppressian and murder 


Continuad on page 11 
ا کے‎ 


A scene from Julius Caesar pariormed*. 


thie Theater am Goatheplatz, Bremen . 
(Photo: Andreas Butima 


Handel's Julius Cr 
performed in Bremen 


leading pathos of the pseudohistory sur- 
rounding Caesar, Pompey and Cleopatra 
that Handel was given by librettist Nicola 
Haym. 

Producer Klaus Michael Gruber, who 
used to work with Strehler at the Piccolo 
Theatro; does not think much of the old, 
trua-to-style and therefore museumlike 
and boring productions of Handel operas 


swung dramatically by bariton Dale 
Dising. He plays Caesar in tails, a 
party-goer under palms and pyramids. 

The scenery with its swimming pool 
and small bar is erected ingoniously and 
in pûp fashion by Wilfried Minka inside a 
glant grand plano. The keyboard forms 
the edge of the stage. 

This treatment sweeps away the mis- 


t was a quiet, windless February 

Sunday in Bremen, Parents walked the 
streats with their children. The remalns of 
recent snowfalls lay by the roadside. A 
few people were handing out pampllets, 

“People of Bremen", the pampllet 
stated, “The Bremen theatre kis been 
discussed and Its produotlons seen in 
Paris, London, Zurich, Florence, Belgrade 
and Venice. : 

“Senator Moritz Thape has now dis- 
missed the man who brought fame to this 
{heatre and its team and helped make the 
name of Bremen known abroad. Help us 
Prevent the Bremen theatre from sinking 
into oblivion, There is no suitable succes, 
Sor in sight. Slgn. our petition!” 

The campaign was successful On’ the 
first day six thousand signatures had been 
collected for theatre director Kurt Hlb- 

On the Sunday evening Handel's o 
Julius .Cuesar. .waş . performed in ihe 
Theater am Goetheplatz. At first there 
Was amusement at the stage design and 
special applause for wellsung arlas, 6s- 
pecially those by Cleopatra (Kay Griffel) 
and Cornelia (Maria Sandulesco),  . 
„ This later gave way to unrest among the 
audience, ‘There were boos. and whistles, 
A, few. indignant theatre-goars left . the 
auditorium, slamming, the, door behind 
them, ‘Play Handel, not Hûbner,”. a 
powerful male voice demanded. i 

‘But was, it not Handel that wag , being 

layed? It was certainly, Handel's music, 
under the expert guidance of, conductor 
Hermann ;Michael, once on gssistant to 
Herbert yon Karajqn. .. - ... .,. _ 
, Admittedly, little was ‘left of the 
well-knawn,. conventional, : 


om! 
Barqque „decûration,. About he only ّ 


remhant was lié flashing cold Helmet 
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help us at all? Is it enough 1o prevent | 
single case of suicide? و‎ 


Of course. “Anyone liable to commit 
suicide needs psychiatric and psyclto- 
therapeutic treatment more than’ 
anything else. This alone promises and 
guarantees within a short period an end 
to the suicide threat, though without 


` always effecting a complete cure, “Dr 


Klaus Thomas, probably the biggest 
suicide expert in this country, wrote in 
his book Menschen vor dem Abgrund 
(People on the Abyss) published in 
Hanıburg in 1970. 

One case described by Dr Thomas 
should provide an example to all of us 
who are willing to help yet know little 
about the subject. It sounds quite com- 
monplace, almost self-evident, But it is 
not, 


Thomas writes, “Tî a firmremployme’ 7 4 


150 workers only the youngest girl there, 
a nineteon-year-old stenotypist, noted the 
rather odd and withdrawn personalily of 
the one-armed porter and telephone 
operator. 

“When she saw him climb the stairş 
one evening when the office was closing, 
she followed him anid at the last moment 
stopped him from throwing himself from a 
window in the top storey. 

“She took him to her flat, rang up her 
fiance, a student, who called up the Good 


EI Ri 


Samaritans. This girl's exemplary conduct 
saved a uman life. 

“Everyone can stam by his friends, 
neighbours, relatives and colleagues in 
their times of trouble, stop them from 
becoming lonely and know about the 
remedies and expedients of expert advice 
and treatment.” 

If may also be useful to know of the, 
Infectious nature of suicide, Reports of 
Marllyn Monroe’s death led Imındreds of, 
men ’ and women to. make suicide: 
attempts of their own. 3 

Two thousand years ago there was also 
a sucide epidemic amongst the younğ' 
girls of Miletus. The authorities an- 
nounced a strict ban and threntenad 
drastic punishment — any girl found after 
an altenıpted suiclde .would bo stripped 
naked and whipped on tho marketplace. 
` Today a measure liko this does not 
seem ta be practical, probably because we 
know less about suicide and its cori- 
taglous effects than (he authorities of 
Miletus, 

Not one girl neéêded to be whipped on 
the marketplace, ‘The decrees had its 
desired effect aud no more girls tried to 
conimit sulcide, People grumbling about 
the “oppressive behaviour of the author- 
ities" lıave no understanding of the 
mental origins of suicide iii its epidemic 
form. . ° .. Wolfgang Bartsch 

{Frankfurter Kundschau, 29 January 1972) 
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Bl SOCIAL PROBLEMS 


Human contacts and understanding 


telephone service, 187 by the authorities 
and 1,971 by their own family. 

One fact that has long been proved still 
sounds odd to nearly all people who have 
had nothing to do with suicide or 
potential suicide cases — people who 
want to commit suicide seldom ever want 
to die. 

They do not want to die but are only 
convinced that they are unable to 
continue living urıder existing conditions, 
When the mental reasons for suicide are 
overcome, the conflicts seenı more in- 
nocuous in most cases, If the old mental 
complaint returns suicide may be at’ 
tempted again even if there İs no serious 
contlict. 

Apart from Hoache's old theory and its 
consequences, another much more reçent 
though basically ancient suicide theory is 
currently misleading people, 

The main causes for suicide are not to 
be found in the social structure, whatever 
this theory may claim, but in tho mental 
health and conflicts of the individual, 

.This does not mean to say that the 
conflicts cannot depend on a large 
number of economic factors and that 
they cannot be attributed to social 
conditions but the structure of society 
itself plays as subsidiary a role as a motive 
for suicide as the urge to kill. 

A person who is healthy to any degree 
is proud of his freedom of wlll and simply 
cannot imagine that this freedom İS 
nonexistent for someone wanting tO 
comınit stuicide. . 

Nobody, freely chooses to kill himself, 
Man is a slave to his neuroses and 
depressions ..and „is enchaincd by his 
sickness, Dr ‘KIiüšs THioa§' Stites, “Cd in- 
pulslon overcomes an unguarded lıumari 
who docs not really want to dic but is 
looking for people who can give him a 
helping hand In Îs intolerable positon.” 

esoarchers usad to be interested 
primarily in the ways of committing 
sulcide. They registered then and trled to 
draw conclusions fron! these figures witli 
out considering the largo number of 
unknown cases. . 

‘This large number of unknown cases 
has not decreased in the meanlinte, 
especially since fatal road accidents have 
been investigated in the light of whether 
they are successful suicide altempts. 

There are also û large number of cases 
where the true motive is not known, It is 
qften found that even the closest relatives 
of a person who has committed suicide 
do not have the slightest idea of the 
actugl reasons, - 

It is good lo know all tiıis but does it 


Today's statistics show that suicides 
following a careful consideration of a 
person’s situation are very rare, if not 
non-existent. Hache's ideas are not valid 
as a suicide theory and they were wrong 
half a century ago when first put forward. 

Instead, we know that suicide is the 
end of a long illness. Of course, these 
people suffer from serious cases of 
conflict, most of which are based in 
questions of sex, love and marriage. But 
behind these conflicts there is nearly 
always a serious mental illness, often in 
the form of depression, : 
. The couflict normally seems more 
harmless to an outsider tlıan to the slek 
person himself. It is evident to other 
people but there seem to be sokutlons to 
it. Why should anyone kill hinıself for a 
reason like that, friends, even the closest 
friends, ask? 

If Hoche’s theory were valid, ihey 
would be right. A sober analysis of a 
situation would nearly always end in the 
conclusion that there was ıo real reason 
for suicide. 

This overlooks the fact that tle con- 
flicts could set off the final mental crisis. 
Behind the conflicts there could also be 
mental complaints such as depressions, 
neuroses and schizophrenia that all have 
one thing in common =~ there is effective 
medical treatment for them, first of all in 
the form of drugs and then psycho- 
therapy. 

Anti-depressive drugs should only be 
used in cases of emergency. They cannot. 
replace treatment, such aş an operation, 
but they can guard against sudden ex- 
çesses, Anti-dopressiyes do not sOlvg Oof 
fliots but they do prevent acts whose 
effects could not be reversed, 

As Klaus Thomas writes, “Suicide is (he 
only act of annihilation where the 
execulor and the victim is the same 
person. As lho perpetrator of the deed, all 
suicide cases are sick and therofore not 
responsible for thelr actlons, But as the 
victim, they .necd to be protected from 
thenıselves.” 

To protect the victim, a person likely 
to commit suicide needs people he canı 
trust, Usually they will be people he has 
known for some time. 

They could also be people such as 
vicars orf the Good Samaritans’ telephone 
service. Of every ten thousand cases 
admitted to Dr Thomas’ speclal care 
service for potential suicide cases in West 
Berlin, 526 were sent by Joctors,. 342 
were transferred from a hospital, 4,364 
came of their own accord, 385 were sent 
by clergy, 2,225 were sent by. the 


West German hospital Service is to be 
maintained. . 
. A total of 12,700 million Marks must 
be .ralsed in the ` next four yeats. The 
budget and ' medium-term ’ financial 
planning make allowances for only 8,800 
millions when the two-thirds contributlon 
‘of the Federal states is considered. 
Professor Hans Werner Muller, “the 
Hospital Assbciation's chief managing 
director, warned emphatically against 
aliowing hospital building to stagnate. ' 
' Discussions on a law governing hospital 
finance had, he said, led tû the discovery 
that the Federal states, and Tocal authori- 
ties were in no position to continue 
r building, even at the present rate, 
if they were also obliged to spend such a 
lot of money for hospital upkeép as well. 
That would be tantamount to subsidising. 
State sickness insurance - schemes, he. 
commented. : 
: (Slddeutsahe Zeltung, 9 February 1972} 


, Hospital 
sifuation 
improves . 


situation during the last teri years is also 
reflected in the fact that there was an 
average of 14.7 beds to a doctor in 1970 
while it aş stl nineteen beds per doctor 


The ‘number of nursing staff increased 
to ` over' 175,000, Including 92,714 
nursing sisters, Nurses had arı average of 
3.9 beds to look after in 1970 compared 
with 5.3 beds in 1960, There is however 
still a shortage of 35,000 to 40,000 
state-registered nurses,.: 2 

` The Hospitals Associatiori believe that 
investmerit totalling milliards of Marks 
are unavoidable if the ,standard of the 
E E ES 1 2 E 


report issued by {he West German 
Hospitals Association In Düsseldorf 
shows that the Federal Republic has one 
of the best medical services in the world 
with 112 hospital beds per ten thousand 
inhabitants, NEE EEE 
The only countries to improve on this 
total are Sweden with 144 beds, Finland 
with 138, Switzerland with 137, Australia 
with 123 and Japan with 119. 
In 1970 the 3,587 hospitals in the 
Federal Republic had 683,254 beds, a 
hundred thousand more than, ten years 


‘ago. But this service: costs a considerable 


amount of money. The hospitals made a 
record loss of 1,200 million ‘Marks in 
1970 alone. , , ا‎ E 

In 1970 hospitals admitted a total of 


` 9.3 million patients who were treated by 


46,550 doctors. Almost half of all West 
German doctors work in a hospital. : 
.“ The clear improvement in the. hospital 


can prevent suicide 


A total of 15,564 people died In road 
accidents in tha Federal Republic and 
West Berlin in 1965, a figure that has now 
risan by about 25 per cent. ln the sama 
year 11,779 paople committed suicide, In 
comparison 666 people fell victim to 
orimes of murder or manslaughter, The 
number of sulcides is therefore nat much 
less than that of fatal road accidents. 
While everyone from road-users' associa- 
flons to Transport Minister Georg Leber 
are doing all they can to improve the 
sluatlon on the roads, little seems to be 
done to prevent potential suicides, It is 
just as easy to recognise a potential 
sulclda as It is a potential road victim — 
both are, with certaln restrictions, im- 
possible. The ratio of sixteen to twelve 
shows that the sulcide factor in our lives 
should not be Ignored and should not be 
considered a person's private affair. 


Hi people are so heartless as to look 
the other way when they could save a 
person's life, Children wil always be 
rescued from danger, the seriously il will 
always be rushed to hospital and a 
car-driver will have any serious defects in 
his vehicle pointed out to him. 

People are willing to help in situations 
where help is possible. This is particularly 
{rue for the fire brigade, rescue teains, 
emergency medical staff and all those 
who save lives as part of their job. They 
often risk their own lives to help others. 

That is why it nıay appear surprising 
that there are few people around to help 
n other situation — namely, when a 

rson decides to kill himself. . 

"This ‘Wduld ‘not "mvûlvé 4 “rescihe™ In 
the normal sense of the word, There 
would bo no need for physical activity, 
no'dive into a river and no climbing into a 
burnitıg houso, 

The only thing necessary, both physic- 
ally and psychologically, would be a 
person's presence. This is what is im- 
Potent. “Suiclde,”" as French poct Paul 

alery writes, “is tle absence of all other 
people." e ٤ 

The fact that fow people are present 10 
help is linked less with an unwillingness 
to be of service as with the widespread 

rance of the events surrounding 
şulcide and the way a potential suicicle 
can be.prevented. 

Men such as the ‘Berlin psychiatrist and 


4 logist Klaus Thomas and the Austrlan 
(Neue Hannoversche Presse, 2 February IF 


Professor Erwin Ringel and investigations 
and: surveys by the Geneva-based World 


, Health Organisation have recently led to 


re being more solid information : on 
suicide, the committer of suicide and 
Suiclde prevention, . 
` But do the people who could help if 
case arose have access to this infor- 


یی 
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Didacta teaching-ail, 
fair to be held 
in Hanover 


duenatlon lalists from home x 

abroad will be making for Han, 
between 14 and 18 March, when $0 mia 
teaching aids will be on show at j 
eleventh Didacta that the descripth 
“European Teaching Aids Trade Fal, 
almost an understnlement, 


Nine hundred firms from 25 count 
will be exhibiting in four halls 
Hanover's trade fair site, Dr Goertz of 
Teaching Ald Association told the pu 
that this year's MVdacta' would be j 
largest and most gYirtant exhibitiogr 
its type in the whole world. 


The exhibitlon is being held agai, 
background full of explosive releruy 
Questions of education policy are moi 
the forefront than at the last Didacteig 
years ago. 


Educational planning now seems 1 
have got over its period of stagnatir 
thanks io government initiatives, andi 
the central theme at the exhibit 
alongside the commercial interests of 
exhibitors. The range of Didacta slretek 
from pre-school education to universiie 


The arrangement of the exhibitionh 
been improved consilerabiy this ys 
with the result that visitors will find 
easier to gain some inıpression of غ‎ 
large number of branches represented. 


These range from schoo! furnitures 
school maintenance to computerba 
education. Special mention must be gi 
to printed teuching nedin, audiovisual! 
wares, such as slides, projections and 
und uudiovisuul, hard wares sudı 
equipment, automatic machines andi 


banks able to give and evaluute unat 


The dalaproçessing ,equlpment,,is 
mtehdêkl "hr ııse ln school nii ن‎ 


Jmportunt stimuli are expected fu 
the sevon specialist conforences tal 
Place (luring Didartu, including ûn awd 
visual forum, û speciul schools day, 
congress on rutional ctlucation anl 
discussion about the work of UNE 


Apurt from the Federil Republic sl 
ovor five lundred exhibitors and ff 
Britain, the United States, France, Sw 
land, Sweden, the Netherlands, 
Denmark, Australia, Spain, Belg 
Cunadi, Austria, Isracl, Norway, Czed 
slovakia, Ilungary, Yugoslavian, Poll 
Portugal, Japan, Finland, Rumania # 
Russia will also exhibit heir waré’ 
Didacta. Ten exhibilors from the Gere 
Democratic Republic will also ex 
in Hanover. 


The city of Cologne hopes that. 
North Rhine Westplıalia government f 
one day have mercy upon it and takê 
the responsibility for the Central E 


tion Advice and Publicity Agency ¥, ation? Do they know how they could 


:he of assistance? In fact, would they 


f teognise the danger signs? 


It is not the unwillingness to help that 
fucourages if not prompts many suicide 
„ what is worse, 


futed alog time ago. . 

One of the worst is the bellef that 2 
Person . who always talks about com- 
mitting sulcide will .in fact never dogo. 
Many ‘people still believe this but the 
Opposite .is true. A statement of in- 


, ses but ignorance anı 
٤ icading ideas and views that have been 


as for other educatlonal schemes lh 
city has organised. 

The new agency is just .one 
example of the fact that a city 
able to respond to the needs of 
population more spontaneously 


directly than an anonymous Feder 
٤ 


government with its much clumsier 


.ministrative apparatus. And the 


Cologne seems to be particularly seli! 
1 as initiatives of this type ate 


ed. 
If the city were to obey the densnŠf tention, perhaps only brought up in 


t musl be 


¢ould spread is linked with the theory of 
۹ psyehiateist who is himself long dead: 
€ spoke over fifty years aE of 


g Cidentally, is.an alarm signal 
yj ken seriously. . : 


te ad 0 in û ' The fact that such a misunderstanding 


the North Rhine-Westphalia 
Association it would have to 
sights somewhat. As the 
Federal slates 


only le course open will 
demand more taxes for more service 


` ` (De ا‎ 31 Jan gy 1. P®.meditated suicide. 


dary modern, the association claims. 
Puplls should not be depriyed of the 
chances offered by a period of probation, 
as the assoclation put it. 

The association concluded that entry 
examinations should be abolished. In- 
stead, there should be an experimental 
year during which any difficultles pupils 
found in adapting to the new situation 
and any temporary trouble in learning 
could be cured by appropriate edu- 
cational methods. 

The Bavarian teachers’ proposal only 
went half as far as the Educational 
Council two years ago in its structural 
plan for the education system and the 
joint Government-Federal state Commis- 
sion three months ago in its intermediate 
report for the overall educattonal plan. 

The Educational Council called for the 
introduction of a two year “orientation” 
stage ` after the first four elementary 
school classes, One of tts most important 
arguments read, “A number of investiga- 
tions into the results of streaming in the 
first six school years shows that early 
sireaming and selection processes are 
clearly detrimental to poorer scholars and 
not apparently linked with an increase in 
the performance of the more talented 
pupils, apart from those at the highly 
selective elite schools.” 

The joint government-Federal state 
Commission seconded the proposal by 
calling for the first {wo years of secon- 
dary schoo! to be made into an orienta 
tion stage. 

But the members of the commission 
were unable to agree on (letails, The 
government and the Federal states rule 
by the Social Democrats want an orlenla- 
tion stage that does not depend al all on 
the type of school. It should not be 
attached to the elementary school or the 
high school. Tho CDU/CSU Education 
Ministers did not commit themselves. 

Behind this disagreement on what is 
apparently a formal Issue lics the old 
argument ‘about : tho.:“cûmpréhonsive 
school. The CDU/CSU want to stop the 
Introduction of the orlentnlion slago 
from becoming one step on the way 
towards tho comprehenslvo school. 

It therefore soems doubtful whether 
the Bavarian Education Minisler will 
accopt {he proposal put forward by the 
Bavarian Teachers Associatlon, Tho tencl- 
ers would attach the one-year trial stnge 
to the elementary school or high school 
depending on local recuiremon(s. 

But the syllabus would lave to be 
standardised so that there would be no 
differences botwcen the elomentary 
school and high school for a further year 
and pupils would be spared the bitterness 
of returning to elementary school after a 
few months or a year. 

Gernot Sittner 
(Suddeutsche Zeitung, 2 February 1972) 


Cologne service 
acts as guide through 
. educatioh maze 
Agency”, the first and 8o far only 
institution of its type in Europe, 
` The agenoy’s three women employees 
and: their male boss will tell cope in 
Cologne how they or their children can 
approach the ‘maze of schools, special 
ols, vocational schools, universities, 
evening classes and other institutes of 


further education in order to obtain the 
desired qualifications. 1 


The city of Cologne had already set up 
anı advisory service in 1958 with its school 


. psychiatrist “service, in. actual fact the 


responsability of the Federal state. 


While the. school psychiatrist service 
shows a person his undiscovered talents, 


: the new advişory service tells him how to 
awake these dormant talents... . - 


a normal education ' 


Wı EDUCATION 


Commission recommends reform 


of high-school entry procedure 


early a stage. A pupil's future education is 
predetermined for a relatively long period 
— nine or more years — while he is still 
young because the elementary school 
stream divides into secondary modern 
and high school streams too early, 

Steps have been taken in recent years 
to make it easier to switch from one type 


-“of-school to the other after the initial 


choice has been made but no reform of 
this type stops people from thinking of a 
switch from high school to secondary 
modern as a disgrace. 

Politicians specialising in education 
have long been on the lookout for a 
method to cut the risk involved in 
changing schools at the age of ten. They 
are alming at a selection process tlıat will 
guarantee as far as possible that pupils 
chosen for the Iiglı school will be equal 
to its demands, 

The old entry examination and the few 
days’ trial lessons are inadequate. It takes 
longer than a few days or a few hours to 
find out whether a pupil, especlally a 
nervous pupil, will make the grade and 
maintain a good standard up to the 
school-leaving examination. 

A reform such as that introduced by 
Bavarian Education Minister Hans Maier a 
year ago represents n considerable imp- 
rovement. Pupils wishing to enter high 
school are accepted without trial as long 
as their teachers believe that they are 
suitable material. This depends on a 
number of factors including gcades and 
the results of tests. The only children 
who need attend trial lessons are those 
whose teachers describe them as unsuit- 
able or only..suitable to gaertain extent, 

This procedure was adopted last year at 
Bavarian schools for the first time and has 
already reduced the risk of wrong deci- 
sions, The fear of high school has 
decreased. 2 

But it is sll unsatisfactory. The Ba- 
varlan Teachers Assoclation recently 
wrote to Minister Malor stating that the 
reports drawn up by teachers when pupils 
wished to switch to a high school were no 
sure guarantee against failure, The oppor 
tunity the elementary school teacher had 
of ‘observing his pupils was not great 
enough to be able to forecast their 
further school carcer, 

I is only when the pupils are confront- 


‘ed by the curriculum and new teaching 


methods of the lıigh school that there will 
be any indication of whether they .are 
suited to education there or in a.secori- 


A butcher is no longer satisfled wield. 
4 k.ing a meat-axe and would like to 
swap his bloodstained overalls for a 
judge's gown, A captain from Hamburg i5 


tired of a fe’ at gea and would like ‘to ': 


drop anchor in Cologne and lead a 
landlubber's existence as a teacher, 
The fact that there are ways of doing 


this ls nothing new, But the. Federal state 
`, governments that organise these further : 


training courses an 
sponsible for turni 
system into a complicated maze have u: 


that: are also re- 


to.now neglected to issue a guide through. . 


the school and eduçation labyrinth... 
This meant’ that though the reforms 
introduced ii our education system offer- 


` unities adults with a thirst for know/ 


êd more ‘anid miore chances and Opport : 
. and the parents of children.of school . 
r 


were no longer able to see the wood 


„ the trees. : 
` The city of Cologne has now taken the . 
Initiative and provided help for its In-’. 

: habitants by establishing the “Central 

. Educational ; Advice and Publicity’ 


hen a child becomes ten years old 

his parents and teachers have to 
make decisions on his behalf that often 
predetermine his future education and 
Career opportunities. 

The road forks after the fourth class of 
elementary school. The pupll is faced 
with the choice between high school and 
secondary modern. SSS 

Jf he enters high school it js more or 
less determined that he will one day 
attend a university or college of further 
education — unless he is found to be 
unequal to the demands of the high 
school in which case he must switch to a 
secondary modern or go out to work 
right away. 

One negative feature of our education 
system is that it demands decisions at too 


Little progress in 


university reform 


he Arts and Science Council has 
tppealed to universities and colleges 
of further education in the Federal 

Republic to be more purposeful in carry» 
ing out reforms than they have been la 
the past. 

A report on the present state of further 
education has recently been sent to the 
government in Bonn, the Federal states 
and the universities themselves stating 
that university reform has made little 

TORTS, 

' Referring to the political situation, the 
seport states that anı alarming exremism Is 
to be found n a numbèr öf .plqtelf: 
though, as the new chairman of the Arts 
and Science Councll Professor Theodor 
Heidhues clalms, it cannot be described as 
dangerous to the Federal Republic's 
social order. 

Despite an overall picture that is ex- 
tremely varied, there is evidence of the 
trend that the universities are involved 
more with themselves and tlıeir organi- 
sation than with their ‘actual role, the 
report states. ' ': 3 

ie situation rèport is based on A 
number qf talks field by members of the 
Arts and Science Council at a total of 45 
E and colleges of further educa« 
tion during a five-week ‘tour ‘of the 
country last summer. 0 
` Though the’ . situation at ° individual 
universities is not discussed it is pointed 
out that further educatlon 1nstitutes as A 
whole ara façed by serious difficulties of 
adaptation, ' i. bl. 

inereaéed amount of tlmie 'needed 

for purpûses of administration ‘is' almost 
all to thê' detriment of research: Sludents 
complain ‘that there have beenno real 
mpiaementy despite & nurpber of minos 
SBOE r e 
The report states that the supervision 


of the traflltional courses-offered is still in 


its infancy ' bécause' ûf, the lack of co- 
ration’ between .universities, colleges 
‘education and’ other Institutes of 
further education  . ° 
„„ Few places have fully developéd ideas 
about teacher training. The beginnings of 
a contact study system can only be found 
here and there, Advice on studies" is 
basically ۰ uncoordinated and .uncon- 
trolled. Curricula vary from univetsity to 
universlly, i'i... bhi 
'. Few uriiveisities have concrête Ideas on 


` research ‘polity and ' research planning, 


The Arts and Science Council ‘attributes 
this mainly’ to the shortage of informa: 


"` tlon: The-financing of research projects 18 
i AO giver’ adequate attention; the report 


° PBtevitsche Zelfung; 7 February 1972) 
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Gold winners at ths Sapporo Winter Olympics, Monika Pflug and Erhard Keller 
(Pholo: Sven Slmon) 


to perfection, sprinting with seeming 
ease. Monika Pfug's style on the ice was 
also unimpeachable. 


Ginter Traub, a speedskating coach 
with worldwide experience, said what 
Höfl could hardly point out himself. 
Monika Pflug was the “stylistically best 
sprinter of international slanding on the 
lece.” 


Cerard Mgarse, the Dutch coach, added 
that ‘Monika Pfltg was the oy one on 
the ice today to skate rather than fight 
the rink. That is wlıy she won.” 

Gerd Zimmermann, a skater with eight 
Federal Republic championship titles to 
his credit, concluded that “Seven e irants 
in Sapporo and two gold medals is an 
achievement that will take some beating." 


{Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeltung 
Fir Deutschland, 12 February 1972} 


“I couldn't really believe it until it was 
all over, the flags had been hoisted and 1 
was sitting in the press centre between 
Atje Keulen-Deelstra and Anne Henning,” 
Monika Pflug commented. 

She did not have a great deal lo şay in 
answer to the journalists’ questions, She 
was full of praise for the performances of 
her competitors but it was Erhard Keller, 
who acted as ıer interpreter, who added 
what really matterecl. 

“I gave her all the hints I could just as 
everyone else in the team did," he said, 
“but the victory is hers and Herbert 
Höfl's, her coach's,” 

Herbert Höfl sat quietly in the back- 
ground. Few coaches can equal his suc- 
cess, He lad seven entrants. Two of then 
won gold medals. 


This country’s, şpeeyl-skaters çame close 
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Olympic gold for 
Monika Pflug 


and travelled to the stadium, where she 
warmed up. 

At ten past ten on the morning of J1 
February Monika Pflug slashed 1.2 
seconds off Carry Geijssen of Holland's 
old Olympic record of Î min, 32.6 sec. 

“There then began the worst and at the 
same time most wonderful hour of my 
life,” she later told a press conference, 
She was still a little on the young side and 
too friendly and unassuming to i fully 
grasped the significance of the Olympic 
victory that had thrust her into the 
limelight, There she sat, quietly happy. 

For an hour she padded up and down 
in Makomanai stadium alongside her 
coach Herbert Höfl. Her performaıtce 
topped the scoreboard: 17 Ger 1:31.40, 
If only it would stay there! 

Anne Henning, Ludmila Titova, Nina 
Statkevich, Elli van de Brom and last but 
not least Dianne Holum failed to better 
her time, Monika dared not look while 
Dianne Holum was on the rink. Olympic 
gold was at stake, an incredible Fect 
in the life of a seventeen-year-old book- 
binder's apprentice. 

In the stands her friends Erhard Keller, 
Hans Lichtenstern, Horst Freese, Herbert 
Schwarz, Gerd Zimmermann and Monika 
Stltzl were gunning for thelr team-mate. 
Keller borrowed a megaphone from a 
policeman. “Let me get myself worked 
up for once," he exclaimed. “I hardly 
haye ihe opportunity when i am on the 


ice myself.” 
At ten past eleven Dianne Holum 
passed the finishing post in a (ime of 1 


min. 32.6 sec. Monika had made it, Her 
team-mates fell silent. There was nothing 
more ta ba said. .,.., „+ 


n a stylish sprint that was a pleasure to 
TE from start to finish and seemed 
to come with all the ease in the world 
seventeen-year-old Monika Pflug of Mu- 
nich and Innzell created tlre sensation of 
the Olympic speed-skating events in Sap- 
poro by setting up a new Olympic record 
of 1 min. 31.4 sec, for the 1,000 metres 
and winning the gold medal head and 
shoulders in front of her competitors. 

She set up the record in her third race 
and outclassed the rest, including world 
record holder Anne Henning of tle 
United States and Ludmila Titova of the 
Soviet Union, another favourite who won 
the 500 metres at Grenoble. 

They both ran immediately after Mo- 
nika but failed to improve on her time. 
Thirty-three-year-old Dutch housewife 
Atje Keulen-Deelstra came in second in a 
time of 1 min, 31.61 sec,, followed by 
Anne Henning ٤ min. 31.62 sec.) and 
Ludmila Titova (l1 min. 31.85 sec.). 

Dianne Holumı of the United States, the 
Olympic victor over 1,500 metres, cover- 
ed lhe distance in 1 min. 32,4l sec. but 
this was only good enough for sixth 
place. 

The evening before Monika Pflug had 
attended a reception given on behalf of 
lhe Olympic cities Munich, Denver and 
Montreal. She was still rather proud of 
having come fifth in the 500 metres. 

At half past eight she was packed off to 
bed by Olympic coach Herbert Héfl. On 

the morning of the day she got up at six, 

ing slept soundly from half past nine 
the night before. 

She did her daily dozen, ate breakfast, 
Was massaged by masseur Aloys.Weinerl 


her "unbelievable" triumph one of tho 
numerically smallest sports associations in 
this country has one of the finest records 
on its books: three Olympic victories in 
four years. 

The meteoric careers of Erhard Koller 
and Morıika Pflug could well make specd- 
skating, which has {ong thrilled millions 
in tlolland and Scandinnvia, more popular 
in this country at long last. What is more, 
Inzell wilt probably no longer be virtually 
the only speed-skating rink in tlıe coun- 
try. 

Even in Sapporo there were up tO 
50,000 spectators at the speed-skating 
rink. In Holland, Norway or Sweden, 
where lhe world sprint championships are 
to be held in three weeks’ time, tens of 
thousands of spectators are nothing un- 
usual. 

In this country the crowds consist of a 
few hundred local people from Inzell and 
surrounding areas and a few hundred 
winter sports holidaymakers who also 
look on with interest. 

This is a poor show for a sport that is 
so attractive to watch. Blame canı hardly 
be lald at the door of this country's 
top-flight performers. Rolf Heggen 

(Frankfurter Allgam eine Zeltun 
fûr Deutschland, 12 February 1972; 


Speed-skaters make their 
mark at Sapporo 


Olympic gold over 5O00 metres al 
Grenoble in 1968. He went on to win a 
world championship tille at Innzell in 
1971 and won his second Olympic gold 
meda! at Sapporo. 

This might have been all (here was to 
tell but with Monika's success story one 
of the most aesthetically satisfying discip« 
lines now stands a chance of survival at 
the top. 


Three Olympic gold medals are all well 


and good but there can be no denying 
that apart from Inzell spted-skating in 
this country is a minor sport, The number 
of good skaters can be counted on the 
fingers of one hand — Keller, Zimmer- 

mann, Freese, Lichtenstern and Pflug. 
Inzell feels it still has one or two 
promising youngsters up its sleeve bul 
neither, a: second Keller nor a second 
Zimmermann are in sight, and with both 
men orı the point of ret! paket 
or talent as 


did not look too well ol 
Sapporo drew nearer, 
Now that Monika Pflug has pulled off 


after another, They may not have created 
much of a furore abroad since they wero 
only national records that pulled little 
weight on tle international scene. 

She kept statistics compliers on their 
toes, though, at times setting up four new 
records in tle course of a single weekend. 
Slowly but surely she drew level with the 
world’s best. 

The first pundits began to forecast that 
the future was hers. lt can be said to have 
begun with her Olympic gold medal at 
Sapporo. 

Monika Pflug will be elglıteen on 1 
March and not even her coach, Herbert 
Höfl, had expected her to come up 
trumps before 1976. But there it was. She 
is the first woman speed-skater from this 
country ever to win an Olympic medal. 

This exciting triumph for an unpretert- 
tious Munich bookbinder’s apprenticdê is 
of the greatest importance for speed-skat- 
ing in this country. 

The discipline first hit the headlines 
when Erhard Keller, also of Munich, worl 


ts unbelievable," seventeen-year-oll 
Monika Pflug sail on winning her 
Olympic gold medal at Sapporo. Hers was 
not the only unbelievable medal, but in 
the harsh world of top-flight sport Moni- 
ka Pflug's story really does have a 


¢ falry-tale ring. 


“Once upon a time," it could well 
begin, though the story did in facl begin 
less than flve years ago. As a twelve-year- 
old she came second in her age group in 
the school specd-skating event, A year 
later she entered again but only came in 
seventh, 
: She continued to enjoy specd-skating 
nonetheless and joined a local club where 
ihe was given expert tuition. She won her 
first school race in 1969. 
“ In 1970, when her famous current 
ا‎ were already winning world 
championships or setting م‎ world 
records Monika Pflug made her first 
venture into the world of competitive 
part. 
: A year laler, at the 1971 European 
ampionships in Leningrad, she sur- 
Frised the pundits by coming in fifth over 
000 metres. The speed-skating coach of 
. the usually all-conquering Russians made 


. Anote of her name. 


, Monika went on to set up one record 


س 
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Bear friend 


69-year-old pensioner in f, 

could not get over how the aul, 

ties forcibly sepiualed him from 

` friend of many years, Fully-grown giy 

bear. Armed with dn axe he forced} 

way into the cage wlıere Bobby was ke; 

kept at a slaughter house and refuse, 

move unlil lhe authorities clianged lk 
minds about Bobby. 

He refused lo lislen to any argumg 
and sal tight in the cage with his hi, 
friend. Only aflor a four-hour sitoin 4; 
the bear and lengthy discussions 
police officers, a lawyer and govere 
officials did he agreo to leave (he cage. 

With tears in his cyes and a wfi 
guarantee from government official 
he would be able to keep Bobbyd 
penslonor returned home. 

The battle for the bear began 
Bonn officials took the view thal keg: 
the animal on a waste lot alongsidet 
Rhine was too dangerous. 

The officials took steps and lad Bk 
forcibly laken to the slaughterhu 
although it was not intended that BH 
should be killed only that he sk, 
remain there in the safety of a cage, 
a new home for him could be found. 

The Bonn officials are now faced 
the problem of satisfying what û 
consider lhe public interest to havet 
bear put under cuntrol and the alle 
the ald man has for his grizzly bear. 

(Kleler Nuchrichten, 26 January I 


Master and dog 


Dg ers choose the kind ofi 
they will have according to 
type of person they are, nccording#: 
survey recently curried out involvimî 
dog-ovypers jp West Germany. ° 
iTlie ‘sürvey. Was mude public byt 
souicty of Jog owners in I lanburg. 
Tho pouple questioned in tho sur 


connocled the cpuulilies (hey soughtt 


dog with women and men. J follot 
that folorant people, Hamilles with 
dren anl “contented people" owns! 
dnchshund. 

People who were nature fionds o 
shocpdogs or mastifl's, St Bornards, 
fuoundlunds or Great Danes. 
bourgeois types bought cocker e 

A poodle was defined us a clog stor 
affluence, owned usually by “so 
types and women of elegance", P& 
who looked upon themselyes as spot 
types and full of energy had a boxe! 
the end of a lead. People with chi 
also bought boxers because they F 
considercd “friendly and welldis 
towards kiddies”, 

Mongrels were favoured by uncor™ 
tional and young people as wel 4° 
people, who often had a genuine lott 
dogs and felt drawn to mongrels. 

(Klner Stadt-Anzaiger, 5 Febru lî, 


Game damag! 


M ore than 180,000 collisions ® 1 


annually belween motorist ’ 
ground game, according to figur®! 
leased recently by the West Ger 
hunting association and made publ 


the West German Agriculture Mi + 
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someone somewhere collecting al avail 

able data on you. 

Animal lovers will tell you all about the 
snake farm in Sao Paulo, Brazil, and that 
one gram of cobra poison is enough to kill 
oft 165 people. 

Their interest may centre around the 
abnormalities that crop up, such as the 
four-legged sparrow and the cow with 
twa heads, but sometimes (he attraction 
of the animal world gnes far deeper thar 
such sensationalism, 

Dr Fey has built up a complete beetle 
farm on the shore of Lake Starnberg. 
Visitors can see beetles from all over the 
world at all stages of growth and develop- 
ment — tens of thousands of them. 

A doctor in Buchenberg in the Black 
Foresl, Dr G. G. Amsel, owns the most 
valuable private collection of Persian 
moths. A man in Aschaffenbhurg has built 
up a bug museum with 1,500 different 
species including the useful water and 
plant bugs. 

The Janıes Stephan collection of 
90,000 beetles is kept at the natural 
history museum in London as well as 
Gould's humming bird collection with 
several hundred of the jewels of the bird 
world, 

In Rio industrialist José Allaldilid keeps 
owls. And Matthew C. Brush, an eco- 
nomics expert, has a collection of 2,000 
elephants in gold, silver, glass and wood. 

A London member of the Rothschild 
family has built up a collection of fleas 
and James Brighton in Chicago collects 
mice, lhe largest of which is as big as a 
squirrel, 

Some animal-lovers restrict lhemselvos 
to pictures or prints of their furry friends. 
Jenning Larsen in Stockholm has the 
world's largest library of books on zoo- 
logical ا‎ In print he has the most 
important zoo of modern times. 

Aztec emperor Montezuma built up iı 
zoological park with aquariums, ter- 
raritınıs, conservation nreus, cages and 
aviaries in the gurden of lig palaçe on th 
highlands of Anahuac inthe” city Of 
Tenochzitlan near tle ‘Texococo Inke 470 
years ago. 

Eveıt if you have no iden of breedlug or 
taxldermy there are many forms in which 
a love of animals can be expressed in a 
hobby even If it is just collecting news- 
paper reports of the performances of 


circus animals. Peter Omm 
(Frankfurter Rundschau, 29 January 1972) 


Wı OUR WORLD 


More and more people go in 


first animal protection laws as far back as 
1525, Obviously people in those days did 
not even realise their responsibility to- 
wards domesticated animals, 

in olden days some forms of animals 
were considered sacred. The Germani 
protected the horse and for millenia the 
snake of Aesculapius was considered 
sacred, [ndia has its sacred cows and the 
holy apes in certain districts of Africa still 
enjoy human protection and indulgence. 

Long before zoological gardens became 
a part of the nation — and in the 
nineteenth century a flourishing business 
man began to take an interest in animals, 
cats, clogs and songbirds were taken into 
people's parlours and lived with the 
family. Rooms were filled with stuffed 
birds and small animals and not only 
active hunters but also people who had 
never wielded a gun liked to have hunting 
trophies on the wall. 

Television has helped to intensify 
sympathy for animals. Along with ihe 
factual travelogues there have been count- 
less series in which the star was from the 
animal kingdom: Fury and Champion the 
wonder horses, Flipper the dolphin and 
Daktari's immortal squinting lion Cla- 
rence and chimp Judy. 

Books and comics lend to extend 
children’s knowledge of the animal king- 
dom with both ‘scientific’ ‘works and 
popular journals. Jt lıas been calculaled 
that belween 1958 and 1968 ıo less than 
4,000 works were published on the 
monkey world alone. 

Today there are many collectors of 
material on tle animal workl, Wiıales and 
butterflies, wart-hogs and beetles — wlınt- 
ever member of the fur and feathet 
brigade you happen to’ be (here is 


Animal Protection Society calls for 
improved animal protection laws 


against any such prohibition, maintaining 
that ‘clipping ears prevents diseases to a 
dog’s ear passages and that cutting a dog's 
tail protects the animal from injury from 
thorns, bushes and barbed-wire. This is 
particularly important for trained dogs 
working with the police and rescue 
agencles, 

But the society does demand that the 
operation shoull be affected under 
anaesthetic. The Animal Protection So- 
ciety demanded that the animal should be 
given a. period to recover. 

The new animal protection law should 
be passed during the next legislative 
period, The Bundesrat has not raised any 
objections to the legislation. Representa 
tives of various interested organisations 
were heard at the hearing. : 

Despite a number of amendments of a 
minor sott the views of modern animal 
breeders were accepled and recognised 
than further’ protection for animals was 
needed, 

The Farmers’ Union stated that West 
German agriculture was preparêd to accept 
all requirements that were made by 
ee authorities in agriculture, al- 
though market competition should be 
borne in mind, 

Poultry breeders requested that modern 
breeding , methods . should be approved 
since they were not methods that ill- 
treated the birds. : 

(Kieler Nachrichten, 9 February 1972( 


evere criticisms were levelled at mod- 

ern’ methods of mass-breeding ani- 
mals for domestio use «at hearings on 
proposals for new legislation concerning 
animal protection, 

Dr Hans Jûrgen Weichert of tlhe Bundes- 
tag's agricultural committee ~ he iş also a 
member. of the West German Animal 
Protection Society — maintained that 
intensive breeding methods were degrad- 
ing to animals, making of them merely 
oj of utility in our society, 

r Weichert spoke against the con- 
siderable increase in the use of animals 
for experiments a8 well, He said that there 


should be a review of. the rules concerning 
the use of animals in research, A change 
in legislation was urgently called for. , 
` ‘The question.,of clipping animals’ ears 
and tall sparked off considerable con- 
troversy. Legal proposals have been made 
forbidding breeders to do this, except in 
{he.case of hunting dogs. e 
The Animal Protection Society main- 
tains that clipping ears and cutting off a 
dog's tal. is nothing .more.. than a 


jecution for animals or a chasing.of 
aehion. But thie dog-lovers association is 


for petkeeping as a hobby 


H uman participation in the world of 
animals is astonishingly widespread. 
It is not only that dog and budgie, pony 
and cat are to be found in one in three 
West German louseholds but also the 
number of keepers of aquariums artd 
“terrariunis", carrier-plgeon breeders and 
rearers of highly bred poultry is ‘con- 
siderable. 

Understanding For tlie plight of animals 
is growing and virtually everyone al least 
knows of nalure conservation areas such 
as Serengeti, even if they have never been 
there, 

The World Wikllife Fund set up in 1950 
lıas members in more than sixty countries 
and the mumber of zoos, zoological 
gardens and nallıre conservation areas is 
growing. 

This was nol always the case. Hunting 
and commercial exploitation came close 
to making manny types of animals extinct 
and not just in previous centuries. 

The town council of Zürich passed the 


Cream of the 
feathered 
world at Essen 


DIE (@ WELT 


"Whe feathered crême de la creme of the 

racing pigeon world held its annual 
meeting in the Gruga hall, Essen, (his year, 
For two days the fastest and the most 
hardy birds of the West German pigeon 
fanciers association put up bravely with 
ihe envious and proud stares of the many 
visitors to the event. 

The stronghold of the racing delight of 
the small man is no longer in the shadow 
of factory chimneys. Many pigeon lofts 
in the eves of homes in the Ruhr have 
disappeared as 4 result of town-planuing. 
Farmers now do well out of what the 
miners living in skyscraper blocks of flats 
have to do without. The pigeon has 
moved out into te countryside, although 
as ever most breeders are (o be found in 
the Ruhr area. 

More thari 100,000 fans belong to the 
9,000 pigeon fancier societies in this 
country. Last year, so one breeder in 
Essen estimates, more than 3.8 million 
birds were bred. A whole industry has 
been bullt up around homing pigeons, not 
only are clocks for timing racing birds 
made but firms also provide medicaments 
against intestinal complaints and special 
equipment for feeding .them in thelr 


cages. 
And the music industry is not far 

behind. For a. long time pigeons have 

been a stock in trade in the lyrics of 

sanigs. And the transport industry has not 

done toa badly out of providing transport 

r birds being returned to their home 
iS. 


One cock pigeon Was gıvoıı the undi- 


‘vided attention of fanciers in Essen, He 


had flown 6,300 kilometres (about 4,500 
miles). In cage 512, there was a female 
winner who was the wonder of official 
delegates. She, had flown from Argentina 
to Hunga : 


The olHelal : magazine. of. the racing 


plecon fancier’s association sald; “There 


¥ a lack of, knowledge on the basic 
aspects ‘of. the. racing pigeon sport.” It 
called for a. new image for pigeon 
bteéders and said “breeding ig a. difficult 
a. o: < Hans-Werner Loose 

(Dia Welt, 31 January 1972) 


